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| When Princes to their Favonrites give wa, 
And let them govern, what themſelves ſpou d ſway, 
. People murmur, they aloud complain; © © 
And mi ſerable make their Monarchs Reign. 
„ 3 1 
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To the Wor sniprur 


- © 
* -- 


O Your Protection 
T humbly commit 
the following Ta- 
_ PREM gedy, being well aſl 

ſured that the World will more 
readily paſs over the Errors of 
A 2 this 


* 3 


DzpICATION. 


Feel red with y your ar age, 


X 


It was the common Saying 
of a yery great Stateſman 
T hat the ab ohute Reign of | 
 vourites is the Ruin of a State. 
And indeed Hiſtorians ſeem 


to handle no Part of Hiſtory 
with o much Pleaſure and 
Delig ht as the Fall of Fa- 
vourites. The Reaſon 1 1s too 


obvious, they engroſs to them 
1 —— the Ears of { cha Princes, 


* 


DEDICATIeN. 


bo iance ſubmit 
to be their Tools. 
my 85 2 


. 


Keel an 


3 commit . 4. N enor. 
mous Crimes. They are con 
tinuall ; whiſpering in a 
* Frinces W | 
| 


Vi Pes re ro 

they find is moſt agreeable to 
thei Tempers and Inclinati- 
ons, and by ſuch artful Ways 
worm themſelves into their 
good Opinion of them, that 
they ſoon get the Tranſcen- 
dency, and bring thetn at laſt 
under their Subjection. 


I might produce Numbers 
of Examples from Hiſtory, 
but ſhall at preſent mention 
only the Duke D' Ala in the 

Reign of John King of Arra- 
gon, in Spain, and the two 
Spencert (who in this Tra- 

gech were made the proper 
* en of univerſal Hatred) 


in 


DED ICATION. iy 


in the Reign of our Edward | 


the Second. whoſe Characters 
J have endeavoured to draw 
in their natu ral Colours. 


It is the Duty of Miniſters, 
which Number I include all 
| qa (though in Sub. 
ordination to their Superiors) 
to conſult the Publick Good, 
to promote the mere fl. of 
Their Country, and to do Ju. 
flice with Tmpartiality. Theſe 


are not only generous and he- 
roic, but aol Virtues : 5 for 
which You, Sir, are eminently 
conſpicuous ; and the noble 


Stand you made at a late me 
morable 1 


% 


Drvicartion. 
Ble Funklure, during Toy 4 


, occaſion” by an 


joycing, upon the 
— che moſt pernicious 
Scheme that could poſſibly be 
hatch'd for tl Ruin of our 
Merchants, and Trade i in Se- ; 


" meral, has el abliſhed you n 


3 


2 


3; — 


| the Hearts of Tour F elow-Ci. 
[oO Zap in particular, and of 
Fro fray Thouſands of others, 


F - whc have all Reaſon to b 
| convin nced of Your Sincerity 


8 4 


n r n 


eat Emporium . 
[ brick at = next Electi 


* 
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DE DICAT ION. 
on of Members of Parliament, 
I muſt acknowledge the Satij- 
| faction have in predict- 
ing that You, Sir, will be cho; 
'Y en with more = nanmit 3 tha 
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Jam, Sir, 
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our W or ſhip's moſt humble, 
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Po, 0 3 how hikes princes may n 
When they their | people's liberties invade ; 
bo they, by favorites are led ara, 

, Who, for 4 while, their adoration pay, : 
Upurping, by degrees, the ſev! reign ſway ;, | ” 
Examples without numbers may be 8 | 
With which our ancient hiſtories ovens. 


RL. 
* 


A prince, more weak than wicked, for bis Fg 8 
Our author chuſes, but obliqus his aim: | 


By what unhappy fate he loft his throne, 
Miſeuided by his minions, here is ſhewn, 


Vys, in his downfal, juſtly caus d their own. . 


The ſcents are laid three hundred years from lu, 
No modern ſure for caval has pretence, 


7 RID E, avarice, ambition, treach ry ne 7 
Daughters of bell, made manbind % 
in open field they firſt gan their ſway, | 
Aud next to towns, to courts thence made their way 3 5 
Moral and ſocial virtues took their flight, 


. Compell'd to ſhroud their heads in gloomy night. 


Vice, in all ſhapes, thro palaces was ſpread, 
And ſlateſmen to their own deſtractien fled. 
On miſchief are court · earvrigs always bent, 


81 * and oppreſ the innocent. 
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M E moral of the tragedy is good, 

Tf it be rigbt applied, and underſtod: 
Stateſmen, i re "tis too late, from hence may learn 
T' eſcape the danger, and the rock diſcern ; 

By the two Spencers fate: their lives medi 
Left, as theirs was, their own may be the ſame. 
And yet the lott ry ſeems ſo very fair, 

Tho) Courtiers ſee, they will not ſhun, the ſnave ; 
So great's their avarate, their thirſt of wealth, 
Some thrive by public rapine, ſome by ſtealth. 
Bus ſtill to HONESTY they lay pretence, 
Tho) honeſly's « banter in that ſenſe. 


THUS the &refbra of the South · ſea ſcheme; 
Entail'd upon themſelves perpetual ſhame ; 
Wide the contagion reach d, from hence to France, 
Aud led whele families a cuſhion- dance; 
Stateſmen polluted were, ſcarce one was free, 
The taint infected the NOBILITY. 
Then South-ſea left its name by dextrous art, 
And Miſſiſippi was the ſecond part. 
Corrupt, rapacious co urtiers have been known, 
ts every age and nation = but our O W N. 5 
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Leiceſter, 
Warren, 
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ACK 12 
pens A weak Prince, miſguided 
Edward the Send, ; by his ka. xm Favou- 
i” rites. ; 


E. . Lancaſter, The King's Uncle. Both Ene- 
183 Henry, His Brother, IST I” micstorhe f 
t RUS en en. encers. 

(Lord. Chancellor; aig Bitoß of Nor- 

Baldoe, with, and in * e of e 5 


. Y , 
* + 


Pencers. hows 


Warwick, | 8 
Sao . „Heure oppoſo the 1 _— 


the Sencers. TEEN ONAC 


Sir Hugh 1 The Father and Son, "the Miz © 
Sir Hugh . nions and Fayourites:of the 
Eing, by xhomhe is milled. 

8 Ne e of. Queen Labellas 

Sir Willam Tru fel,,, de and: _ I 
. Care, A. w es a * a 
1114146 8 A0 W gol 
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Queen oh, 5 oY A 
labels, 5 and 478 0 the T2 : 


| Eleanor, The King's Niece. -. 


3A Citizen's Daugltter, 8 to 
ili Court by the Stratagem of young 
g 188 io neer, to be debauched by the 
288 ding, but prevented by Jabel. 05 


Ez > Courtiers, Ladies, Attendents, Mob, Ghoſt, 


W irches, Executioner, Oe. 


: |: o ; 
* * 
* * * . © 
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4 c T 4. 8 0 E N E 1. 
Arm in the car of. Lancaſter 8 palace. 


EF; The earls of Warwick, Warr R 
a 2 and Leiceſter. 25 


Fg HRICE the rebellious Scots, 

BESS. a ſturdy race, 

To rapine, , e 1 

fraud inur d, 

2 By our firſt Henry's 

5 ; have been ſubdu d : 

Thrice hare they born the Engliſh yoke, thei 

Baliol, 1 our NN homage paid, 6 

And own'd he held his crown from Him one; by 
ither in chains was captive led, to grace 

Great Henry's triumph, and within the tow'r 

In dureance kept; but now our Em 1 ee 

Are routed by the Sects, and ſhame 

Retreat. Like rav'nous wolves, the hen 

291 quatt. THESES 18 
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Infeſt our borders, prey on all the meet; 
And, as tome rapid torrent, ovation 2 
Adjacent counties, ſweeping all away. 5 * 

Such devaſtation do they make! TW 

War. Yet more; 

1 Our fields nor corn, nor herbage do produces 6 
2 In vain the lab'ring peaſant tills the ground; 
1 In vain the reapers with their ſickles wait: 
= The crop, that ſeem'd ſo promiſing and „ 

Is by a Een ral blight deſtroy d; the graſs 
Parch'd and wither” d; 1hriv'led is the fruit, 
Devoid of juice; each tree; whote yerdant leaves 
Were pleaſing objetts to the eye, now W rr 
A ruſfet liv'ry ; pale-faced famine now 

1 Rages throꝰ all the realm: a keen-edg'd ſword 

Wo Deſtroys at once, and quickly ends our pain 
A But famine kills by piece-meal, and to feel 
Hourly the agonies of death, is fure 

A curſe ſo dr eadful, that my reaſon faints, 

And my ſoul ſhudders at the very thought. 

Net. Our ſecond Edward hears the people's 


.  groans, 3 
And in their faces every day he ſces 
A thouſand deaths, but yet regards em not. 
Who can the cauſe of this calamity, | ; 
So epidem:oal defcery't ? WE oy 
Warw. Ask a A 
My. lord,” the caule why 5 n this Judgmens 
© r 30 4 1) 


To your remembrance call when our late king, 
Edward, the great, victorious, and the good, 
Lay on his death-bed, then his ſon, the pri nce, 
Swore by the vir gin-mother, he wou'd ne er 
Recal Piers Gave ſton 3 regardleſs of his vow,” ' 
S8 Scarce was he {cated on che throne, when 7 
Pardon'd the caitiff, and with open arme 
Receiwd Rm; Where he bask ch. Me 
ed him away, and Dee d him with death. 
; | Nets 


A TRAGEDY, 15 

Net. My lord, the time I do 8 well. 

Mar. If perjury in ſubjects be a crime, 
And to that crime a puniſhanent belongs, 

Think you that heav'n will. not due vengeance 
take, 

And puniſh ſubjects for their monarch's ſins ? 

| Nay, even kings themſelves ſhall feel the ſtroke 

Of juſtice, who, tho" flow, yer ſtill is ſure, 

If by repentance they refuſe to make 

Attonement for their vile enormities. 

In one continued round of danger live 

Princes, Who ſpurn at virtue s lacred hie; . 

For, as o'er Damoc les, ſo e er their heads 

The pointed ſword hangs by a ſingle thread. 

Ne. Cauſes, my lord, ſufficient you have 

med; :.. 

Why heav'n pours down its wrath upon this 
realm. 

Leiceſt. Vet Edward revels in forbidden joys, 
By the two Spencers, thoſè curs'd fav'ritec, 
1 haughty panders of his luſt, miſled! 

. Warw, We muſt do ſomething. 

F Leiceſt. Point the way, my lord; 
= fl follow to relieve my wa adn, 4 
= And, at the hazard of my alt oppole 
L The up-ſtart minions. 
Mar. He, that backward * 
To cruſh thoſe tyrannizing miniſters, 
Tas not the ſpirit of an Engliſhman. 
Not. May he be branded with the hw 
name 4 
Of coward, who denies to lend his hand. J 

War. To fall in an attempt 10 2 o 
Brau v Will eſtabliſh. an immortal fame. | 

Warm. Behold, his highnefs, Lancaſter, appears; 

His counſel {hall direct, his conduct ſhew hy 

Us, what courſe to ſteer in this momentous, . 

This arduous Cnterprize. | 0 
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Enter the carl of Lancaſter, the lords my their 
boblbeiſance. | 
Tas. Well met, my lords; | : 
If from your looks I form my judgment ri bt. 
Some weighty bus neſs has your time employ d: 
If your deſigns be laudable — but there's 
No reom for doubt, I then will nd 
And with you uſe my utmoſt : to me 
Freely unboſome all your min locked here, 
Ls bis hand on his breaſt. 
The ſecret ſhall remain. 
Warw. Tho' every where 
15 face of horror does appear, yet now 
With joy you fill our hearts: your — 
Anticipated what we reatly will'd, 
Good omen of ſuccei | 
War. A common cauſe To 
Is ours; the ſubjects grievances call bud 
For quick — *- - | 
Teͤiceſt. Who can redreſs eipöck, 2 
| While the two Fencers hold the reins of power 2 
Net. Our king ſupinely fits, wrapt up in caſe, 
And they. his ductile temper govern; they, ; 
By their ewd counſel, footh our ſecond Edward, 
* over-whelm him in debauchery. + 
*Mongft harlots he his time and treaſure ſpends, 
| E * abandons, and for ſakes her bar 
Har. This is the younger Sencer's cured 
r 
Satan's grand agent here on earth. 
Lan. My lords, 
Such havock peſtilence and famine TIL 
The living ſcarce ſuffice t' interr the bel; 
And, till at court a reformation's made, 
From heawn what mercy can we hope to find? 
"This good n can never take effect 
1. Till the two Seucers are removed: removed! 
| Banith'd 
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„ A TWVAGED'Y: 17 
1 n fat ever! let chat be our care, 

And heavenly wrath in time will be appeaſed. 
Mar. When fav rite- miniſters a power uſurp, 

A pow'r, which kings alone thow'd exerciſe, 

They fiſt enrich themſelves, and then "their 
friends 5; 

Their aiitüm-Tiends; for, as PT leaves of trees, 
Soon as the {ap deſcends, the branches quit; . 
Whence they: their daily nutrient received, 

So fares it with thoſe falſe diſſembling friends, 
When from promotion's pinnacle they ſe | 
Fav'rites, precipitately headlong hardy | 
And when their crimes, expoſed to publick view, 
In all their Kideows, fiightful forms appear, 
Againſt em will with bitterneſs iniviegh, 

Left they be deem d Partakers of their guilt. 

an. The M6eks, and leren ech of a 
ſtate, 


Op meinen, Tapine, loſs of Uiberty, 

And all che hardſhips ſubjects undergo ; 
Signal misfortunes, and th unhappy fl 
Of princes, have been principally catisd 
Buy the corruption of their miniſters; 

But when the people's hearts united are, 
And to their Bonzreh cemented by love, 
We then inay be aſſured his miniſters | 
Are prudent, faithfal, honeſt, wiſe, and juſt. 
Lee. How oft” are men of learning, merit, 
irth, | 
Poſtponed. aud from the common herd a ler 
Garmfh'd with titles, and pick d oùt to ſerve 
The publick ? kings the fountains are, tis true, 
Whence honour flows; and the reſpett we are 
Obliged ro pay, is to their office, not 
The men. For we obſerve in civil life, 

There's ſome civility to ſervants due, 

Not for their own, but for their maſter's fake: 

Zut when theſe muchroom fay*rites tumble down, 

| Degraded, 


- 


6 MAJESTY' MISsIEB D, Ce. 


Degraded for ambition, Mrice, pride, 

Their rapine, perfidy, or other crunes; 

Reſtraint, that dormant lay ſo long, breaks out, 
nd manifeſts a virulent contempt. | 

Mot. Stupidity or phrenzy ſhall we call it, 
When, by experience of their own times warn'd, 
On the {ame precipices men will venture 

On which their wicked predeceſſors broke 
Their necks? but, oh! ambition's blind as love: 
They (like the famous fond philoſopher ) 

Gaze at the ſtars, till, by their fate ordain'd, 
Into the ditch unwarily they fall, 

Mar. On the vain glitt'ring vanities above 
Their eyes are always fix d, and, being thus, 
Deluded by a falſe imagination, | 
They n&er. look down upon the many wrecks 

The ſhatter'd fortunes, and diſmember'd bodies, 
The heads, that juſtly are become a forfeit, 

And odious meninies of their predeceſſors. | 
Leiceſt. With reaſon one wou'd think, the fate 
„ . IREITRONS 

Might have alarm'd tlie Spencers, and to them _ 

A land- mark bet” avoid the fatal rock: f 

With complicated vices ſwoln, there's no relief, 
No cure, no remedy for them, but — death ! 

Warw. What of Seja nus long ſince was obſerv'd, 
Holds' true in theſe two tympanies of grandeux : 
By notable, deteſted, crimes alone : 

Their fayour muſt be purchas'd ; that's the way! 

He that expects promotion from ſuch ſpirits, 
Muſt with his honour part, nay, ev'n his ſoul. 
Not. If this ſufficiently be weigh'd, we then 
With juſtice may preſume, that ſuch as have 
To honeſty a ſtrict regard, wou'd not 
S-and gaping like Camelions, greedy, 

Camtlions, to be puff d with air, tainted 

Air, of haughty and luxurious courts, 
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Where intꝰ'reſt ſcarce (unleſs by W 
Can be preſery d but by a thipwreck'd conſeience. 
Leiceſt. I tis a thing ſo ticklith for good men 
In honour long t' abide, and yet not act | 
Things that dithonourable are, what then 
Of thoſe portentous meteors can we lay, 2 
That we ſee blaze in our ſuperior orb? 2 
Tell me, my lords, are they not extalations, 
Noxious, peſtiferous exhalations, : 
By wanton beams of tayour, from the ſlime, 4 
And filth of all the world, drawn up ? 4.8 
Like blazing-comets, miſchief they preſage, 
The fall of empire, and a monarch's fate. 
Warm. Infolent giants! arbitrary po w-Wr 
They uſe; their colours they diſplay, and dare) 


FF - 


With juitice, and our fundamental laws roi] 


To combat! 1 ' 29Y 
Mar. They che helm of ſtate do guide, BE] 
And form deſigns productive of its ruin. =, . 
Burly and fat they grow, fed by the juice 
And ſubſtance of the exhauſted people: 'T 


Nay, their own houles, (palaces they — 

They build with other's money, got by toil, 

By pains and induſtry, which they extort, 

And a whole kingdom wreck for their on. 
Lan. Few have the wiſdom to foreſee how hard 

Ie i is in greatneſs, maxims to purſue ©0290 

That fate and honeſt are: 1 
[The people ſhout without, and cry, heaven pre forv 

his highneſs, the carl of Late 1 
1 means that thout : 2.0 


Fe”: ter a Servant. 


Serv. A concourle of people attend IO pa- 
lace- gates; and ſome, as ſpokeſinen for the reſt, 
Wait in the outward court, and requeſt the h 
nour of delivering their petition to your 
„ "O LE. 
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Lan. Give em admittan „Ea 
Theſe in time, my lords, ? dere: 

To us and to our cauſe may be of Kopie. : 


Enter the ſervant and ſix men with thin bodies, . 
And meagre countenances. 
Whati is t, m cures men, you wou'd have done? 

1. Man. Ant pleaſe your highneſs, we humb 
Þeg you will preſent this petition to his majeſty, 
which contains our caſe, and indeed the caſe of 
all his poor fabjeds. 

Lau. It ſhall he done. LHe takes the petition. 

2 Man. Heayen bleſs your highnels. 

3 2 Our oppreſſion is 16 great, that we 
cantioÞ gat bread 2 our families; and tho? we 
have hitherto eſcaped the peſtilencę and famine, 

a] yy know not whoſe turn it may be next. I 

n forged to hide my little babe, leſt it 

ſhould taken away and eaten; for I obſerved 

— 5 of gur Neighbours mouths, to water at it. 

his rat, ant. pleaſe your highneſs, coſt ſix- 

e Was all N money I had, but I cannot 

my poor child periſh, while I can purchaſe 
Bod for it. | 

Tan. Your cle my countrymen, is v ery de- 
| plo orable; aſſure yourſelves that it ſhall be laid 
before the king, theſe lords and I will uſe our 
ery efforts to get your grievances redreſs d, 

are principally owing to his majeſty's 
fav rite ſtateſman. _ 1 ey 

4 Man. I with we had him among us, 5 
Thomas, one ſhoulder ſhould be my 1har Ale 

5 Man. A buttock ſhould be my lot; _ 
teu d be a rare ſtanding diſh when ſalted ? 

Lan. Go to my treaſurer, and order hin, in 
my name, to give theſe honeſt friends one hun- 
dred pounds Lo his * Let it be ee 
ibo. | 

5 Mon. 
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be Man. By holy Peter, e 151 be done to 
every mother s ſon. 
War. Accept our benevolence, as 1 of the 
tenderneſs and compaſſion we have for you. 
[The lords give em money: 
Man.” We have ſeen one golden day at laſt; 
255 Fea proſper. your highneſs, and the 
nohle lor Exeunt, with the Jervant. 
War. Theſe men, my lord, if l miſtake em not/ 
Firm to your highneſs' int reſt are attach d; 
You may at any time command their hear rs; 8 
Lan. Be not deceived, my good lord Warwick 
With outward thew; tis but, a mere appearance 
In life one, bi ſervation I have made 
Nor have! Pond it falſe; the . aul, 
A fickle people, with the current ſwim, 
And aàs the Gd does ebb or flow, ſo they 
Will with your int' reſt join, and then retreat; 
W ve. Jenks. enough to chooſe the Rrongelt x 


N come, my Phe tis F which done; 
Ler us a har 1s fo. well e Draa | 
rene, 4 fate rom in dh palace ; : the ting and 
queen ſuting under a canopy, the king, riſing in a 
. F877 on, _ 3 then, deſcends, and comes jorward, 
the queen follows him. 


King. PI hear no more.. „ 
Queen. Will you not 4 me peak? 00 5 

By all the ſaints above, I will be Heard. e ec 
What loads of ripening miſchief there I ſee, cis 
As if hell's agents had conſpir d your ruin; 
When I behold. what's. in the womb of time, 
A dreadful ic Reus preſents itſelf ; a ſcene! .. 
Which, ik thou could'ft perceiye it, wou d relax 
Thy nerves, and make ay ſenſes ſtagger. 34:5 HOPE 
s Ring. 
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King. What! 
Art thou mad ! or has ſome fiend poſſeſs d thee ? 
Queen. Neither; but thou arr by a fiend 
pollſeſlsd; - 
A fiend, whom pray'rs nor tears can x exorciſe, 
Nar holy water keep thee from his Pow'r. 

Deep in th' abyſs of ſin by him thou'rt plunged, 
By that infernal fiend, the-younger 588770 1 
King. Ha! Iſabella,” (peat <9 us of wind 

Of my beſt counſellor ! my chiefeſt friend ! ' 
Queen, Of thy worlt enemy [ * | 
King. By heav'n, 

So rivited he ſands, 16 near my heart, rep 

Fd ſooner looſe my crown than part ts him. 
Aten. * Edward, what lay, and n mark it 


; 
Long hy peiiir Won haſt bee miſſed, 
The people muravr; and the lords com + 
Thy Sencer's pride the peers no more will bear, 
Nor will che populace His power endure: 
Diſcharge him, and your ſubjects he; arts =_ 
Or with your ſee pter you muſt part forcever. 
This, written in kd book of fate I fee, - © 
Yet you may {till reverſè your deſtiny. == 
King. Is then my fate conditional? if ſo, i 
Sure it may be revers 'd\when C er I pleaſe. Ni 
. Ih time zs fd, d when that s once 
elaps A reseten 
Can ee * 
King. 'Tis r 
Our queen; or, by ea nee of Bede 1 
Thy head ſh>1'd make atronement tor thy c 
. Queen: Weak, and miſguided prince, | [fear 4 
Hot; 
Is this xh connſePthit your Spencer gave. 5 
Say, has he not withdrawn you from my bed? 
 HaveTiconvers'd with er Wo ſeen'y your l ep" 4 
For two. long months and yet de Becks my life: 
Now, 


A TRAGEDY. 23 
Now, by the holy virgin, Kaen : 
Myſelf his enemy, and he or I 
Shall have a fall, — O Edward ! Edward! 
With the beſt qualities, a prince, when born, 
Is a calm ſea, with power and riches filled, 
That might to all the univerſe do good, 
If the winds wou'd but let it gently flow 
According to its nature; but, alas! 
Conditions ſo exalted rarely want 
A ſwarm of flatterers, mere inſects, 4 
By the warm beams of royal fun- ili ne bred, 
Out of the moſt pois nous putrefaction. 
5 „ 
King. 1 opportunely art thou dhe, my 
frien 
The faints have ſent thee fire to my relief. 
Sen. What incident has diſcompoſed the king? 
Madam, is Edward ruffled in his mind? 
What have you ſaid to make him look dejected? 
Queen. Thoſe queſtions to your royal pu pil 
u 
Under a — * ſhew of his cer, 
Thou, traytor like, haſt made thyſelf his maſter z 
And by a counterfeit pretence of ſervice, 
You oyer him an empire exerciſe, 
Who vainly thinks hemay command the "i 
His 3 name a paſs- port is become 


To all thy miſchiets; his authori ity 
Is made 2 thee a ſanctu ry to crimes; 


Enter the younger Spencer. 


His revenue, as thou doſt manage it, 


Is tinder to debauch'ry, a ſupply 
For riot; and his power thy inſtrument 
Of dire revenge, a 123 ſcourge, a plague 
To all the people, who deteſt thy Ways, 
And whom it ought to cheriſh and protect. 
Sen. Spare your artilbry, madam; if at me 
You level it, will do no execution: 1 
9 2 Il! ſpurn 


Fr 
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I ſpurn at malice, enyy I deride. 
Queen. Such an inſufferable inſolence 
Was never ſeen in Engliſh courts before; 
But mark me, thou ſhalt dearly pay for it. 
Se u. Vour "threats are impotent, and I * 
4 em: ; , 
Firm as a rock I ſtand, nor am I moy'd 
By roaring billows, and tempeſtuous winds. 
ueen. Thy Hau ghty grandeur and exalted 
ride, 
Shall fam their precipice be quickly hur ra 
o their primæval chaos be reduced, 
And ages yet to come ſhall curſe thy name. 
III —.— thy ſoul, and, if thou haſt not loſt 
1 Je ſenſe of feeling, make thee wince and 
© flounce. 
Sen. Madam, proceed, and give your paſſion 
Vent. 
Dueen. Haſt thou, not traytor, with thy war 
ſter's hands, | 
Made innocents the butt of private ſpleen ? 
Adjudged thoſe guilty of high-treafon, who 
Wou'd not fall down, and worſhip thee a god? 2 
By fatal wars, and ignominious trraties, 4 85 | 
(Foxſaking the true intreſt of thy country, 
And * with the body policies” 
The mountebank of fate, till you at once 
Inia « fever, and confumption caſt it) 
Thou didſt endeavour all thou cou'dft to ring. 
The people to deſpair; and gladly wou'd 
Reduce the honeſt fort. to ſuch a miſery, 
Till for thein preſervation they cou'd find 
No other way was left, but a revolt. 
Thus then, by their forced diſobedience, won” 
Thy. own cured villanies, and treaſon, palliate; ö 
Then, when the nation, "eattiff, thou haſt put 
la a combuſtion, that thyſelf haſt kindPd, 
T's tive your lite, Trip off with 42 its ſpoils, ; 
Nen. 
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A TRAGEDY. 23 
Spen. Theſe are reflections, fire, obliquely caſt 
At you, and you are wounded thro? my ſides. 
- Oucen, That's an expreſſion trite and obſolete, 
An artifice fo ſtale, the world nauſeats 1t. — 
Rouze, Edward, thy lethargick ſoul, and if 
Thou haſt the ſpirit of thy father in thee, 
Shew it; ſhew thyſelf a king, for now 
What art thou but a cypher.? re- aſſume 
The reins of power, and make the Sencers know, 
That you, not they, do bear imperial rule. © 
Ling. Her words are ſharp, and like a two- 
edg'd {word | 
They cut ; I ſee my fate, yet can't ward off the 
ſtroke. CAbde. 


Deep melancholy on my mind does creep, 
My ſpirits languid grow; what ſhall I do? 


| [Speaks to Spencer. 
Tell me, what method you wou'd have me take? 
Sen. My beſt advice you freely ſhall command; 
I'll rack invention till I find a wax | 
Your peace of mind and vigour to reſtore. 
Queen. * to him, who has poſſeſs d thy 
-. mund, | Ms 
And ſeiz d on all the gvenus thereto ; 
Scarce can thy confeſſor an entrance find. 
Sencer's thy great phyſician, he'l] invent 
leaſures, untafted, for thy ſated ul; 
ith pungent ſharpneſſes thy ſleeping luſts 
Awake, which languiſh now and can no more. 
O Edward, Edward 8 4 
When princes to cheir favorites give way, 
And let then govern, what themſelves ſhou'd ſway, 
The people murmur, they aloud complain, 
And mi ſerable make their monarch's reign. 
- TLEx. queen at one door, the king and 
Sener at another. I 7 


End of che Firſt ACT. 
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ACT, IL SCENE L. 
A room in the palace. 
Enter fir Hugh Spencer the elder. 


. — me inſtructed, by my 
| counſel led, 


wiſhes with ſucceſs ; 

Now on the top of for- 
tune's wheel he ſtands, 

And is a king 3 in all things, but the name: 

His monarch's weakneſs has the ladder been, 

Whoſe roundlets rais'd him to * 8 

height, 

And Edvard holds him nearnſ} to his ſoul. 

Princes, like froward children, muſt be us'd, 

Humour their paſſions, and you gain their hearts. 


Enter king Edward and young Spencer. 
Ling. My Engliſh NnsToR, faithful counſelor, 
Whoſe flver locks thy wiſdom indicate, 
Give to thy king, "with doubtful thoughts 
perplex d, 
Thy tage _ and calm his raging breaſt. 
E. Sen. 


| My ſon has end his 
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E. Sen. By ties of gratitude and duty hound 
To you I am, who haſt vouchſafed to place 
A confidence in me, and in my on; 
And as you condeſcend to make requeſt, 
Vet your requeſts to us commands we deem, 
And ſhall as ſuch be faithfully obey t. 
King. When in the annals of old hoary time 
The lives of Eugliſh monarchs ſhall be read, 
Poſterity will ſhake their heads, and ſax 
What the firſt Edward gain'd, the ſecond loſt ; 
He conquer'd Scotland, and ſubdued * 
Now England from their king a conqueſt dreads, 
Theſe, theſe invade my heart, diſturb my ſonl, 
My mind is rack d, and I can find no eaſe,” 
E. * From partial cenſure none can e er be 
But when poſterity your life ſhall ſcan, 
And with impartial judgment trace your ſteps, 
Surpriz'd they'll ſtand ; amaz'd that you, at onee 
In foreign and domeſtick wars engaged, 
Cou'd make ſo brave a ſtand, and ſave your 
| crowns; Sorts cn tT7 15 wie 
That you, your country from deſtruction ſavd, 
Attack d on right and leſt by hoſtile arms, 
And in the center by a vip'rous brood, — 
Who owe their lives to your benignant warmth. 
Well vers'd in war, his condutt man may ſhew, 
But heaven alone does give the victory. 
King. The rebel-barons ſtall in arms remain, 
Join'd by a num'rous band of knights and ſquires, 
And, like a ſnow-ball, as they march, encreaſe: 
Their muſter'd numbers are at leaſt ten thouſand, 
If ſome expedient be not quickly found 
To diffipate their troops, or ſtop their progreſs, 
We ſoon may ſee them at our palace- gates: 
The commonalty too complain, and ay, 
They are no longer able to endure : 
Their great oppreſſion and calamities. 


* 
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I. Sen. If my advice your majeſty approves, 


Forchwich a proclamation iſſue forth, 
Granting a gen ral pardon to all in arms. 


If this produces not the with'd effect, 
Let it be rumour d, that the French intend 
T” invade the realm, with twenty thou ſand | 


men. 


Encreaſe your army, your ſuperior force 


Will ſoon ſubdue the rebels; do not ſpare 
The lives of any wealthy captives, an 
All their eſtates, and to your uſe condemn eim. 
This; in terrotem, muſt with Speed be done, 
Tocaution others from like practices. 
E. Sen. Nor is it neceſſary, fire, that you | 
Perform your promiſe, or your oath fuilfil ; 
To keep your word is to depole yourſelf, 
And part with your prerogatives at once.. 


i - 


4 . 


From every law, both human and divine, 


Lou ſtand exempted by your quality. 

The oaths of princes in the ſcales are put * 

With thoſe of lovers, play- things for the wi inds, 

Toſs'd up and down in ſport, and not regarded 

But when they prove conducive to their int „ 
King. How ſhall 1 ſatisfy my 3 | 
V. Sen. Sire, 

"Tis weakneſs to regard their fighs and groans; 

Are they ought elſe but animated dirt? 

A herd of pratling beaſts, deſign'd your —_ 


As well by nature as by fortune. Why 


Were they born? or for what are Med fit,” 


But to be inſtruments to all your pleafures, 


And to your glory facrifices made? 8 
E. _ The nables, who will'no companions 


Boaſt — anti quity, and let em boaſt 1 it; 


But if you yield to what they ſhall acfire; | 

If you regard complaints the people make, - 

The melt invetrate foes to — Ten 
en 


* 2 
”- 
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Then will you looſe the power of rewarding 
A true, juſt, faithful, honeſt ſer vant. 
Then you muſt live a poor, precarious king, 
Of royalty a thadow, and be forced 
To call the ſtate together, to diſpoſe 
Of the leaſt office that is in che realm. 

V. Sen. Beſides z can you forſake a perſon, who 
Hath been ſo dear to you, and not-condemn 
The conduct you have ſhewn for many years, 
And a paſt blindneſs to che world declare, 

Or elſe a preſent fickleneſs ? _ 

King. Envuga 3 | 
Come to my arms, my faithful monitors. 

[Ae embraces them. 
With joy, my friends, your counſel I approve; 
My ſoul thall now enjoy her halcyon hours 
Of peace, and to the winds | give my cares; 
Quick let them waft them to ſome diſtant ſhore, 
There to remain and trouble me no more; 
I'Il revel in delight, be brisk and gay, 
And in ſoft pleaſures paſs the time away. ¶Exeunt. 


of 


Scene, a room in the carl of Lancafter's bouſe ;, the 
earl and the other lords ſitting at a table. 


Lan. My lords, already haye I plainly ſhewn 
Our common danger, if we find not means 
The Spercers to remove from court. The king 
Harbours revenge within his royal breaſt, 
But is incapable of managing 
His foul deſigns; and yet by their aſſiſtance, 
Whoſe great abilities by far exceed 
The wicked politicks of Gaveſion, 
What may we not from ſecond Edward fear ? 
Warw. The two new miniſters are no lels 
guilty, 
Than was the traytor Gav'ſton, of encroaching 
On all the peoples privileges, rights, 
* liberties, | 4 
E Leiceſt. 
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Leiceſt. We hitherto have uſed 
Our beſt endeavours to reduce within 
Its proper channel, where it ought to flow, 
authority. 
Nl But thoſe endeavours, 
My lords, will quickly ineffectual prove, 
If * to his former courſes Edward be 
"Permitted to return; he then again 
Will make 'em ſlaves, and ſpurn 'em to the 
ground. | 
War. I ſee no method to remoyc our fears, 
To diſſipate our doubts, and give us eaſe, 
Jo take away the yoke the people bear, 
And make 'em all, as they have been born, free ; 
But by the death, at leaſt the baniſhment, oY 
Of thoſe proud haughty men, the Spencers. 8 
Lan. What ſay your lordfhi ps to this good 1 


advice, 
This ſalutary counſel! ? 5 
All. We agree. 
Tan. Well ſpoke, my lords, you bravely have 
reſolv'd; 
No to the palace inſtantly we'll go, LT be riſe, 
And this petition ſhall the baſis be 
Of our r remonſtrance, and the Spencer's ruin. 
5 [ Exeunt. 


Scene, a room in the palace. 
Enter queen Iſabella. 
£ueen. How often have I quench'd the flames, 


Rais 'd, and to their king did reconcile 4 
The barons ? but the two new fav'rites fince 1 
Have ſet the nation in a blaze; yet ſtill, IJ 


By ſome expedients, I extinguith'd 4 it. 
And yet as often, as by my good turns, 
The peace and welfare of the ore hi are 
Reſtor'd, 10 often by thoſe miniſters 1 
8 rranquility again 15 > Broke, And Mw 
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And vile oppreſſion quickly does enſue. 
RNedoubled ſtreugth their giant- projects gain, 
When over-power'd, and caſt upon the ground, 
But an Herculean policy and ſtrength Bn: 
Will hold them faſt, and ſqueeze em till they 


die. 

F Enter chancellor Baldoc, who, ſeeing the queen, 
3 | ſtarts back. wi - 
Fl Tis ſtrange, my lord, a woman can afright 

1 you, 4 „„ 
Dr does your guilty conſcience make you ſtarc? 


"> If that's the caſe, you quickly may appeaſe it 
* By your repentence; if ycu will renounce 

> Your evil practices, and this I't ſure 
> You cannot do, till you forſake your maſter, 

= Yonng $excr, who firſt tempted you to ſin. 

Bal. Madam, I was ſürpriz'd to ice you here, 

And as I would not interrvpt your privacy, 
1 thought it was my duty to retire —— _... 
| As I'm not guilty of the charge you bring 
My conſcience, thank the ſaints, enjoys he- 
Ei peace. | - 
Queen. Your purſe too, thank the Spencers, is 
ſo full, | 
That now, as I ſuppoſe, it takes its reſt, 
Is it not ſo? declare the truth, my lord. 

Bal. Weighty affairs of ſtate are on the anvil, 
And I am ſummon'd to attend the king. 
Madam, I wait your majeſty's commands. 

Queen. LPauſing] Our Edward tell from me, his 
throne now ſhakes, COLT 
And the crown totters an his head. This ſay 
Of him, his fav'rite Sencer and yourſelf, 
The king, at beſt, is but an v'er-grown fool, 
The knight's a knave, the biſhop is his tool. 

5 LExit. 

E 2 | Bas? 
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Bal. Not to the king will I thoſe words relate, 


But to young Sencer; and I much miſtake, 
If Ifabelia will not ſoon have cauſe 
Her boldneſs to repent ; and wiſh that ſhe 


From ſuch ungarded words had kept her tongue. 


„ Exit. 
Scene, the king's cloſet. 


Enter king Edward, who places him ſelf at the head 


of a table ; the chancellor ne-t to him; on whoſe 


right-hand /its the elder Spencer, and on the 


kings lejt-hand the younger Spencer. 


King. This news from Frauce unſeaſonably 
comes, 3 


Damps all my joy, and pier ces to my heart. 


At ſuch a criſis What is to be done? f 

Bal. Some perſons of well-known integrity, 
Vers'd in intrigues of ſtate, of ſubtle wit, 
And penetrating genius, brave, undaunted, 
And read in politicks, muſt quick be ſent 
To treat, and, if tis poſſible, prolong 


The day, appointed for your doing homage. 


King. Tis well advis'd : I know not one 16 
fit, 


Not one who anſwers ſuch a character, 


As this ſame worthy knight, ſir Hugh. 

uA points to the elder Spencer. 
Haſte, honeſt Spencer, make what haſte you can; 
E're to your journey's end you do attain, 


Inſtructions by our metſenger ſhall reach you. 


One minute loſt long conteſts may create. 
E. Ser. Proud of the honour done me by my 
king, | 


| 1 fly, and equal pace will keep with time. LExit. 


King. My good lord chancellor, prepare th 
Inſtructions; ry 7 

Affix the ſeal, and my ſign manual then 

ER [Exit Chan. 
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Again my mind is calm; 1 . 
And yet my ſoul preſages ſomething ſtrange. 
If people knew what monarchs undergo, 


With what anxieties they're agitated, | 
They wou'd not covet ſure the diadem. 


The mountain-cedars feel the tempeſt's rage, 
But in the vale the cottage is ſecure, — 


LA confuſed noiſe without. 
Ha! harken, ſure our palace is beſet; | 
Call all our guards, and force with. force repel. 
[4s Spencer goes out, be is puſh'd back by the earl 
of Lancaiter, who enters with the other lords 
his confederates. 
Lan. Thou daſtard knight, to heav'n and man 
a traytor ! 
By holy Paul, I'd ſtrike thee to the ground, 
Did not the beams of majeſty protect thee. 
King. What is the matter? 
Lan. Was it ever known, 
A peer, whole veins enrich'd with royal blood, 
Shou'd be deny'd admittance to his prince ? 
King. 2 ; but we then diſcurſs'd affairs of 
fate, - 
Affairs of great importance to the realm: 
Theſe in the cabinet employ' d our thoughts. 
However, ſince you now are hither come, 
Speak your mind freely, and you ſhall be hear'd. 
LLancaſter, kneeling, offers the petition to the king; 
the younger Spencer ſtretching out his hand to 
take it, the earl draws it back, and riſing, 
ſpeaks to young Spencer with an air of indig- 
JJ a 
Lan. Think ſt thou I kneel to thee, thou miſ- 
. | | 
Let ſupple courtiers adoration pay 
To thee, their idol; I diſdain the thought. 
[. He approaches to the king, and on bis knees deli- 
ers the petition ;, then riſes, 
; 1 Sire, 
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Sire, the nobility and gentry ſee, 
With grief, — Sin che realm are read, 
And every day more dangers does produce. 
Like good phyſicians they, cer tis too late, 
Some remedies determined to provide, 
Hop your ſubjects hardihips to redrefs 
ppreſſions, violences, (direful things! 
Dy y committed in their open view, 
Encourage them to make this information, 
And before you, their ſov'reign, lay em all. 
Marv. Your fav'rite Sencers, by miſmanagement, 
And their ill conduct in affairs of ſtate, 
[Spencer ſtarts. 
Of whom alone your majeſty takes counſel, = 
Are the ſole an. of all thoſe great calamities, * 
That now ſo mis rably afflict the realm. | = 
Not. So great an int reſt have we in your govern- 
ment, 
But till a greater in your royal perſon, 
That we, in duty, honour, conſcience bound, 
Take leave © inform your ſacred majeſty 
Of all the crimes and every miſdemeanour, 
At any time committed by your ſubjects ; 
Nor ſhall their rank, their ſtation, or degree, 
Tho' to your majefty 3 in blood allied, 
Deterr us from our juſt, our honeft purpoſe. 
War. The flagrant cringes, that do — d 


paſs, 

Tend daily to diſturb the publick peace, 
And threaten a ſubverſion of the ſtate. 

Leiceſt. With all humility we therefore pray, 
And on our knees your majeity implore, fy 
| [They kneel. 
For ever to diſmiſs your fav'rite Sencers, 
For ever from your preſence, court, and council. 
With monſtrous vices they corrupt your mind. 
Make you neglect thoſe royal offices, 
Which from your hands the of kings re- 

| quires. As 


\ 


As all the people their ſubjection own, _ | 
So you are bound to give em your protecłion. 
But, oh! diſhonourably have you, fire, 
What juſtice does require, negletted long; 
Your loyal ſubjects in the North expoſs'd 
To the fell rage of th' invading Sts, 
And to th extremities of want and hunger. 
Princes, who will not, when they have the power, 
Redreſs the grievances, the people feel, 
Do authorize em in effect; and tho 
To the too credulous = may appear 
Not guilty, yet a day will come, 2 
When they to heav'n muſt give a juſt account. 
_ © [Toung Spencer whiſpers to the king. 

Lan. Pardon us therefore, fire, that we inſiſt 
On your removing your two miniſters, . _ 
Thoſe wicked, lewd, and evil counſellors... 
If our requeſt your majeſty refuſe, 
Por yours, and for your people's good defign'd; 
Then in the plaineſt terms we do declare, 
T har at the hazard of our hves and fortunes, 


And all that we hold dear, we'll do it. 


King. Has faction crept within our palace-gates? 

And dares ſhe in the cabinet to ſhew JS. 17 

Her bold, corinthian face? is Lancaſter, 

Our uncle Lancaſter, become the head 

Of this fell monſter, this unruly Hydra ? 

By all the ſaints, my lords, we ſwear, that death, 

A ſudden death, 1hou'd be each baron's portion, 

Were he not from our royal houſe deſcended; - 

But yet a pardon, for his ſake, we give you. 

The people's grievances ſhall be redreſs'd; 

Before the parliament I'll lay the caſe, 

And to what they judge proper, willconſent. 
ako We thank your majeſty ; this prudent 


F 
You ſubjects beſt aſſe&ions will regain. 


'LEx. the ſcene cloſes. 
Le ne, 
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Scene, a room in the palace. 27 . P 5 
1 


SD, Enter the princeſs Eleanor: fr; 


Elean. _ wretched fate attends a royal 
mai 

Forced to efpouſe the man ſhe cannot. love! h 
My royal uncle bids me to regard | 
| To, as one whom he defigns my husband, 
| by his birth, inferior much to me. 
The queen commands me not to e . 
A ach ſo defpicably proud and haughty. 
Lovely he is in perſonage and flape, 5 
But, ah! his temper the moſt profligate z _ 
Revenge, pride, rapine and debauchery 
The moſt intolerable vices, crimes © - © © 
Of blackeſt dye, have totally polieſt } Him. 3 
oy yet this wretch f is Kar n to be YE conſort. ©. | 


Enter queen Iſabella. 


ons. Dear neice, your looks an inward = 
„ = © ob 
Why fits that fiat cloud upon your ice - 
Diſpel that token of your heavy forrow, 
And re- aſſume your former gaiety. 
Elean. Who can be gay, when with bene ng 
thoughts 
The mind is agitated? mirth from me 
Is flown for ever; and tranquillity © 
I once enjoy'd, toſs'd by compeſtu Sits 
Never to come within my reach.  _ 
Queen. From whence 
: Proceeds this ftrange, this wild eon! Y 
Elean. I wiſh it were imaginary ; but, 
Alas! the cauſe produces a reality. _ 
| Queen. What cauſe ? your räddles explanation 
— 2 


1 
1 


* SF 
o = LO! 


* 
I 
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Speak to be underſtood. 
Elean. Madain, you know 
What ſtrict injunctions on me have bn hid; 
My royal uncle ſays I muſt receive 
Young Sencer as a ſuitor, arid you, madam, 
As ſtriftly do command the contrary. 
Thus am I banded like à ſhuttle=cook, 
And on which ſide it is my lot to fall, 
If I pleaſe one, the other I diſpleaſe. 
Queen. Your option you ſhall e 1 
your arms | 
That vile polluted creature, and receive 
Your uncle's bleſſing; but youll quickly find 
That bleſſing tuirn'd a curſe on you, and n 
But if to my advice you do adhere, | 
Heav'n will then pour a real bleſſing 
On you and your poſterity : PII er 
To weatt the king from his intended purpoſe, 
And cauſe him to withdraw his raſh command. 
Elean. May the faints fend you good ſucceſs! 
for tho! 
To Sencer's perſon J have no averſion, 
Yet I abominate his principles; 
Nor can Ie er be happy with the man, 
Whoſe complicated vices render hittt 
Odious to heav'n afid earth, 
Queen. It joys me much, 
To hear you thus condenir his evil courſes; 


; < 


Enter king Edward. 


King. well; Eleanor, have you well w N 1d, 2 
And thoroughly confider'd my 2 | 
Elean. Moſt royal fire, I have. 
Queen. Yes; in the ſcales LY 
Of reaſon, - honour, juſtice, they wete WE CY 
But prove too light. What! wou'd you make our 


nant 
| F A ſacriſice 


_ — — 
— — 
— - — and — pat — — 
— — —— — — — — ——— 
— — —— — —— —— — ————̃ 9 ee - Ae mr re 
” 6 


A farrifice to him, the vileſt ercature, 1 | 


By the two 'Sencers ? call to mind thy flight, - 


And ice not to Jad a wretched. life 


Their diſobedience thtw,, ſhall feel my wrath 


—— mts 
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By whom, to foreign princes, you are;pender' "a 
A ſcorn, and hated by all civil men? 
King. Shall 1, the aGnarch. of this and, be bear 
Such inſults from my queen? a 
Outen. Art thou a monarch ?' 
How comes it then to paſs that you are govern's 


Thy ſhameful flight, from Bannoc- Baurnu , 

When valiant Glo ter, Clifford, many peers, 1 

Seen hundred knights, lquires, officers of note, 

And twice five thouſand foldiers loſt their lives, 

Bravely diſputing, inch by inch, the ground, 

White yon and Sencer run away to * 

Is he a fit companion for our neice? 

A coward, who to luxury: } inur'd, 

Pampers his luſtful appetite, and 3 

Commits more cruelties tha Pa = WIC ; 
Eleay. Ofire, if in Teer breaſt remains 

One ſpark of Your affection, ſnew it now, 

And ſet it kindle in you ſoft compaſſion, 

Thus bending, firſt t0 heay” n, and next to you, 

Hear, and indulge a hapſeſs n maid's Petition ;.. | 

Recal, great ſire, your. 7 rous 17 


King. Rile, Eleanor >. My Will ſhall be a 
To you and all my 1 th that dare 


And unknown vengeance light upon if N 

Be dutiful. 5 LExi#. 
Queen. Inexorable man: 
Ihen kings grew lawleſs, mk they commence ; 

0 831 ko 005 en e "os eee eos to 
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4 Te T he? boift rous, ba en, 
— 13 rebettious'tords; „ 


7, 
& reduce e ea. ol! 
Shall fall a ſacrifice to * 


So much they have provoked my f eh, 10 er 
My anger 10 'd, not one of em Il ſpare, 
Not ehen my uncle Laucaſter ; mene m 
Implacable revenge my breaſt contains, 20 
Tho in appearance we were reconciled. 


Ester younger Spencer. 
E: - To IP AT op "loony ” Jools ks" 
55 : e e ah 
Thy N rt with wWrahfül thou NY 
What has incens'd your ſacred majeſty ? 
King. I 15 that a proper Queſtion to be asd? 
Did you not hear, ng den your. LE gag 
_ 8 
The haught * 3nfſol, ence, "herewith the Lords 
OS F 2 Have 
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Hi dared to treat their lawful ſorerei tg; 


Cit thou 8 Fl will bear it tamely 
y all the ſaints, L Il reck my vengeance on chem 
I. "Hes. 2 miſt confeſs, moſt royal fir, tha 


28930 che tity have themſelves exerted, 
So far _ eſs d the bounds of their leg 


Artist dee would pronounce their dives, | 
For their high-treaſon forfeited. 
King. Their heads 

Shall for dein. raſhneſs an attonement make, 

Nor ſhall ought elſe my vengeance pacify. 

Fe Yen. I Their threats were impious and un- 
dutiful, 
But their remonſtrances to 8 all 


le's grievances, to you, great fir 5 
. 1 Vers et {till 1 Was the 33 


At which their be earded arrows were duct d, 
B 5 I wel perceiv'd 1 1. rt 1 

Y, ye NN Perhaps, no ham 
To you, fir, was intended; e < 
oY De Mn WERE: ict 7 
I think not ſo! © 
Toy gi advice before that I cenuir'd 3 . 

Way hgh ughty pride and arrogance in them. 
Officioulnels, if not in time prevented, . | 
Will take ambition's wings, and ſoar 0 high, 
*Twill be no eafy task to bring it down. 
Toes theſe tow ring lords muſt be made 
4, Ent humble, 

1 heir pate reſtrain 'd, cheir havghty pride, a- 
ted 


Sen. Now by ſome kuſible rerence- of 
A oF 7 ee 


Wa 


4 js i ies 
i wh 


© 
es - © 


A TRA GE D* 14 : 


Xi wage 0 ere on ee thou, — maſt it Noe 
en. Rather than you again in civil wars 
Should be invovPd, O let me ſuffer, dirz - 
Let me be made a bleeding ſacrifice 1-5 i of 
To their revenge, if by my fingle Liſe "77 
Your eaſe can be eſtablifrd: 1 mal deem 


My blood well ſpill'd, if that wou'd but reclaim, 


Your ſubjects loyalty, their love reſtore. 
He, that for his king and country dies, 


Strongeſt aſſurances to both does give 


Of his aſfection, and his firm attachment, hl 
King. Thou wondertully good ! thou glorious 
man! 
Who to the intereſt of your king and country, 


Woulcd'ſt willingly thy head devote. The ey 
| ans factious lords, thy offer wou d ä 1 


willingly ; and to their furious rage, 
Their envy, jealouſy, a. martyr make thee, - N 
But let me ſee, as your's and their petition, 
In this particular the ſame app 


* _ 


| Suppoſe, to pleaſe both fades, 1 Ne} you up. 


V. Sen. Defend me, heaven; ye ſaints above 
prevent it: 


| What: have carried ou the jeſt ſo far ? >. 175 


Ci. 
Ki ing. Were this the caſe, i in whom could I 
confide? | 


This hand I oſe in loſing thee, my friend. 


LExtends bis right-hand. 
V. Sen. A pannic fear had ſeiz'd me, and my 
Ou 


a An Ague felt; but now all's well again. 


UAſdde. 
Xi ing. Thinteſt thou the ey wou'd not, FHencer, 
ſoon dethrone us; 
a 3 128 our ? kize on our crown, _ 
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And fit it on the head of that vile traytor, ' 
Our uncle, the ſeditious Laxcaſter? | . 

V. Sen. If menaces ,xebellion, =p . 
Can ought avail to make their chief a ae = 
In his mock royalty he then may ſtrut; -' 
While knaves/to the uſurping lian "8 
But theſ& are childiſh dreams, chimæraꝰs 3 
And as there's ſcarce a poſſibility 
Of their ſucceſs, een let us change the gene, 1 


pan 


And you, ire, like the ruler of "7m 4 


Burſt thro the clouds; ſo thall-each radiant: beam 
Its power diſplay, and gild the hemiſphere. | 


a . angel ſure inſpired your tongue; 5 
ehol 
rr W appear among 'cin one, 
role. ge look towards the dur: 

Not. Sie of common mould, divinely fair, 
Ang warthy of a monarch's kind — | 8 . 
is the, capa tis Nite, for "ous 8 


the net 


Was ſpread; the virgin cannot now 1 411 oy 
Soon to your eager. arms the ſhall be brought. 


ng. To meet the motion of the blooming 


mai 
While I prepare, go, Hencer, and receive her 3” e 
Fil, ail her breaſt with che warm thoughtag 


oo 


4 love, 3 : 


N * 
5 ke chy words as s whi Pri ng Zephyre, p dv 
LExeunt oY Ys 


* 


L 


| Enter, Emilia and ſeveral gentlewomen at one dd 
and. [young Spencer at another, who Je ales them. 


5. "Sem. Ladies, I have his majeſty? $ commands, 
to aſſure you of à kind * , and am ap- 


1 Gen. 


pointed 1 your conductor. 


- * * 


1 Gen. Since we have the honour to be intro- 
duced by the politeſt gentleman in England; fince 
the great Sexcer does condeſcend to be the maſter 
of the ceremonies, there.is no room to doubt a 
welcome, anſwerable to his generous ſoul. 

V. Sen. An entertainment you ſhall meet, that 
-ſaits the grandeur of the court, and I will endea- 
* your to make it agreeable to your inclinations.— 
Baut here's a virgin of divine r her eyes 
with double ſplendor ſhine, and the crown-jewels 
would loſe their luſtre, were they placed near 

ſuch brilliant jewels as theſe. A : 

Emil. This is the common language of the 

court; and now, what fame reported, I find ve- 
riſied: courtiers are pleaſed with being flattered, 
and take delight in ſpreading the infection. Such 
tulſome adultation I abominate. Aide. 
F. Sen. Permit me, madam, to conduct you. 
[. t; ates Emil. bythe hand. LExcunt. 
_ Scene, a re uf. 
Enter king Edward. 
Xing. From that ſmall inlet I may fee What 
””- ;./--- patios; [Points tu the ſcene. 
Aae a full view of the celeftial maid, freak 
= : "And with her beauty feed my am'rous ſoul. 
== *< ;* + [Steps forward and peeps 3 then returns. 
{are chan the nymph diſplays than the fam'd 
1 E, : #7 TY MT 
Who kindl'd in the Grecian world a war, 
42 And for whom ancient Troy was laid in aſhes. 
When beauty raiſes in our breaſts deſire, 
And love invites us to regale oùr ſenſes; 
Can fleſh ang blood withſtand the ſweet tempta- 
" TRE toc 
Kings, in ſuch caſes, ate like common men, 
Lay thoſe aſide, terreſtial gods they are: 


_- 
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Born to controul, to be by — 8 1 


tience wrecks me, twill not ſure be long 
Eer wile, an . ne lovely ä | Exit. a 


cane, a bo. 


- Speheer and the gentlewomen at 4 a bent 
45 Int 1 Enter a4 meſſenger, . 
ef. 1 have his majeſty's commands to ac 
quaine your honour that the council is realy: to 
ſet upon affairs of great importance; and that no 
Buſineſs can be done without your advice. 
Emil. This favorite, Sencer, is addreſs'd with 
as much reverence as it he were king of England. 
LA fie. 
V. Hen. Ladies pray chuſe what pleaſes yoor 
palates; I am ſdrry that his majeſty's commands 
| oblige me to leave ſuch good company.—Fill the 
= CGlaifes.—Ladies, good health to you, and parti- 
b cularly to thoſe who want good husbands. 
| 3. Gen. I may venture to ſay we are all mar- 
ried, except that young lady, Emilia. 
8 Sen. Tis great pity that a lady in ſuch 
bloom, ſhould waſte the ſpring of her life.— Ma- 
dam, ſince you deſire to kits the king s hand, 
give me leave to introduce you. 
(i | Emil. My heart flutters moſt immoderately; - 
| grant heaven that it be not an ill omen.—Ovr 
| _  firfft parent ſuffer'd for her curioſity, 1 mon [ 
= Mall not pay 1o dear for mine. 
= Lung apr leads ber aut; j the fo bene clo cloſess 


ce 


| Krone a chamber. 


Enter king Edward. 
King. Let monks and baſe pm qu cheir 
ande, 20 Ih | 
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Apd dull virtues precepts be confin d 1 
| _—_ as the aver my mind ſhall rang 1 

And ſweet variety ſhall be my choice. 

A monarch's ſoul ſhou'd be as free as ail, 

As boundleſs too, and not to be controuP'd 

By muſty morals, or the ſtated rules © 

Of prieſts, which they themſelves neꝰer practi ice. 
Why did heaven form us for exalted ſtations ? Ps 
Or why ſo keen our appetites were made; 

If we mult place ourſelves upon a level 
With'the'baſe vulgar, and reſtrain deſire? 

My ſenſes ſhall be gratified, and nature 
indulged: whilſt rampantlore thall ſuay! ny hearts 


Enter young Spencer and Emilia, iy 
> Ken. To England's monarchy this | youtls | 
A does Te; ffs 1983-55, 8 
And humbly begs to kifs your royal dank 
King. So fair a ſuitor malt not be denied, 
For ſmall the fayour is that ſhe requires; 
[The king offers bis hand, ſhe kneels and Kiſſes " 
Riſe, beauteous maid, to you more honour, s due: 
12 e riſes. 
And1 confer it thus win Erben! 1 
He embrates, tid kiſſes ben 
Go, Sencet, to our neice, fair Eleanor, 
rr our commands, ſuch is our pleaſure: 
it Spencer, lookin 5 the kin and poi ti 
f  at-Binili," © 5 1 4 ki . i * 
Emil. What means your majeſty 2. 2 
' King. No harm, my child- (881 
Lovely thou art, and worthy of a Ss 6 
Which on thy head I'd place, were Lunmatriel; 
But ſince my kind intentions are obfitrutted, 
Yet I will give you what is in ity power, 
A heart wick love, with mighty love, ſürchiarge 
Emil. To me ſo great an honour don be 
I cannot, royal fire; 15 dare * 9 


d. 
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Vour queen long ſince has kept poſſeſſion of i it, 
And ſhe alone can boaſt a legal title. 
How can I claim what is another's right ? 
Or, if it were, fire, at your own diſpoſal, 
Could! 1 ſecure a heart, ſo us'd to range? 
To the next lure the wanderer would fly, 
And there remain till ſomething more engaging 
Would tempt it to exchange its reſidence. 

King. O, ſay not 10! aig children may be 


Wap! mog 
By gandy toys, and glitt ring outſide ew, . 
When monarch's fix Ther er rds bar ier 
2 rOoOt, 4 t 250 1 
"And firm as rocks remain. | 1 
Emil. Did you not give AYE 1 ö 
Vour heart to royal] ab lla, e 1 
Vou fix d it there, and let it there Se IF = 
Curs d, . be e curs d he en, who 9 
Attempt to ſap or * "Is ber ri iet. | 4s 
King. Nay then, if! fair means can t prevail by A 
2052 force: dont u | 
Th ſatisſy my love. (Th be king takes hold of ah 
Emil. Vour. luſt you Won wean: ; 205 | 
d. ſecure. * virtue, thus If... 

A 33 [sche breaks, from him. 
King: If Daphne fies Apollo will purſue. 
SOR Le runs and ſeixes her. 
Emil. Be mine the fare of Pee gracious 


heaven 
King, Now yildco my embrace, for tis in 
JA” „o 
Er ell for help, 5 


7% py JETER end, 
* from a vile deteſted rape defend we. 2 
: Conlider, ſire, my ſpotleis innocent; 
Slider What an Odium ſuck an cen 
8⁰ Hul, ſo black, will bang upon your name. 
G 


Good W will their flocks pr referee, and 
net | 
Devour em; be thou the good ſhepherd, ſire, 
Nor like the wolf make the poor lamb thy prey. 
If kings are heav'n's vicegerents, they Il protect 
From violence their ſubjects ; but the dregs, 
The refuſe of the people, loſt to virtue, 
Will rapes commit to pleaſe their brutal paſſions. 
Let me implore you, fire — 
Ling. Nor pray'rs nor tears 
Shall now divert me from my fixt reſolves, 
Why do I trifle thus my time away ? 
One moment's ſtay an age of pleaſure loſes. * 
Emil. Yet hear me, royal fire — 
King. Not one word more,; 
Yield to our pleafure, or I'll make you know 
That I am king, as king I'll be obey d. 
[ He takes ber in his arms by force, ſhe ſtruggles. 
Emil. Aſſiſt me, heaven! hel p, help; a rape, 
a rape. 
King. Like Jaſon thus I bear away the pr ize, 
The golden prize. 
>»; the king is carrying her off in his arms, erter 
queen Iſabella. 
ucen. Baſe raviſher, forbear 
Is this the fruit of thy curs'd minions counſel ? 
{Emilia diſengages 4 Jelf from the king, and runs 
to the queen. 
King. Ha! Iſabella! all my hopes are blaſted. 
| (Aide. 
Eni My prayers are he wa; and hcaven, 
moſt gracious queen, | 
Hither conducted you to fave a virgin 
From vile polution: grant me your. ꝓrotection, 
Preſerve the maid, whom you have timely 
| reſcued. | 
From being made to luſt a kerifice.,. 
- Qucen. You for ſafe-condutt way on me de- 


rend; G 2 But 


— 


Ta Edward's breaft, « or harbour in his kingdom. 
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24 MA 18 8 FY Mind, Go. 
But ſay by whoſe device, whoſe Aratagih C4 
Were) you delu 57 hither ? ſeldom does 


A maid ſo fair, {0 young, to court reſbrt, 


But when by company he's introduc” d. 


Emil. By merchants wives ſeduc'd, l hither cams 
To view the appartments of the royal palace; 
When fir Hugh Spencer, ſo I think he's alk d, 


EKindly receiv'd, and nobly entertain d us: 


This, as he ſaid, was by the kings command. 
Then to this ſpot by him I was trapan'd | 


To kiſs the royal hand of England's monarch ; | 


But for that honour I had pal too dear, 
And a polluted creature ſhou'd have been, 
SpoiF'd of virginity, which more than lite 
I prize, if by my cry your majeſty - - 


Had not been moy*'d-to fave me from a rape. 


Queen. Thou luſtful ſatyr, can thou hear this 
charge, 


And yet not tremble: > I ſhall ve to ide ä 


Thy * lifted up as high as Human. 


King. - ot whilſt the ſceprer in-our hand we 
ear, 


Nor whilſt the crown fits fem upon. our Bead; 


But when you rule, and we no more are king, 
When you triumphant fit upon the throne, 
And we, depos'd, unpiticd, and forlom, 


In ſome poor, homely, country cottage ſpend 
Ihe remnant of a wfetched life; then you 


With double pleaſure may your "with enjoy. 
een. That day will come much ſooner chan 


expectec. LAdde. 
King. — know, ambitious queen, whoſe Pride 
excells | 


Ex n Luci fer, and all His fall'n angels, 


Fer that happens, from our royal ſight, 
And farther from our royal perſon you 


Shall be remov'd: no re-admittance find 


Queen. 
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3 Is cauſe ſufficient, fir, to make me doubt 
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And to their 


Shall moſt religiouſly M kept, and you 


| And hear you, inc 
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Aten. You dare not teſt bur Te al brother tis, 
You, who to Frant? s monareh Homage pays: 
But thou canſt bully a defencelels woman, 
And yet be bullied by inyading Kr. 
For thirne; fetrieve the glory you have loſt, 
At leaſt attempt it; ſet your country free, 

Arrett nwürteltz, drive che crem, 
That fille, prefidious, and diff6yal tribe. 
That tribe of Macher, and make em couchant. 
King. Begone; this moment from our royal 
baniſſi thee for ever. Ex. king Edward. 
e {DL ne 
My doom; fair nymph⸗ but ſtill my word to thee 
In Aafety All be re- conducłed home. [Extunt. 


Scene, a room. 


The princeſs Eleanor, rig from ber cbdir, comes 


. forward, and ſpeaks to young Spencer. 
Elean. Proceed, my filial duty to the king Il}. 
— PEI 
: ſince it is my uncle's pleaſure. 
V. Sen. If virtuous love, to innocence con- 
joy d, COTS (9-4 | 
Can in your highneſs' boſome find a place, 
"Then I may hope ſucceſs will crown my wiſhes. 
Not that I dared to lift my thoughts ſo high, 
Had not my royal and indulgent maſter = 


Commanded me, to make my ſuit to you; © 


Elean. To hear you mention innocence, ſire 
Hugh, RR a a 
Who to the practice of that heavenly bleſſing | 


Have for a trad of time eſtranged yourſelf; 


Fo entertain a good opinion of you, 


Youg 
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Humble your pride, and ſpurn you to the ground. 


My heart ſhall always be at my command. 
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down with the Spencers, 
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5 MAJESTY Mistev, Gr. 
Your virtuous love, were I not well afſured 
You dare not offer ought to me that's rude ; 
Even tho the king commanded you to do it, 
Yet I'm perſuaded you would diſobey him 
For your own fake, tho' not perhaps for mine. 
In ſuch caſe, tho you were mounted high 


As your ambition's wings could carry you, 
The populace would riſe and pull you down, 


V. Sen. May I your favourable anſwer, madam 

Give to my prince, who with unpatience waits! 

- Elean. Preſent my humble duty to my uncle, 
Tell him, I'm all obedience ; tell him coo, 
Since tis his will to make me miſerable, 
Thar I ſubmit, and patiently will bear 
To lead a wretched life : to give him eaſe 
Say, that I ſacrifice my own repoſe, 
Vet one thing more remains; add this, 
Urg'd by compulſion, tho' I give my hand, 


LEx. ſeverally. - 
Scene, a ſtr cet befor 4 the Palace. | 


Enter the earls of Lancaſter, Warwick, Not- 
tingham, Leiceſter, and Warren, followed 
by the mob. 


Mob. Huzza! huzza! down with the Sencers, 
Lan. Let no man dare approach the palace- 
| gates, 2 ; 

Nor raiſe a tumult here. / 
Warw. You ſoon ſhall find 

A remedy for all your miſeries 

Soon ſhall you ſee the cauſe of all your woes 

A priſoner made, and baniſh'd from the kingdom. 

. „„ 8 '[Ex. earls. 
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1 Mob. Well, neighbours, if my ſingle vote 
would carry it, Lancaſter ſhould be our king. 

2 Mob. He is a brave man, and loves his coun- 
try; beſides, the royal blood is in his veins. 

3 Mob. That does not always make a man the 
bercer chriſtian. *Tis true, 1 love Lancaſter, be- 
cauſe he loves his country; but another lord may 
be as good as he. Sh. 

4 Mob. Come, come, put an end to your po- 
liticks; otherwite you may chance to ſpeak trea- 
ſon before you are a-ware of it, and 10, pull an 
old houſe over your heads. | 

5 Mob. My neighbour gives you good advice; 
tis dangerous to meddle with edg'd tools. 

6 Mob. Well ſaid, Toby, the cutler; I find 
your trade has a proverb on its fide. 

5 Mob. Ay, ay, ſo it has; therefore lev us 
obey the commands we received, and ſtand at a 
diſtance. © 072 4 LEx. mob. 


Scene, a room in the palace. 


Enter king Edward, and young Spencer. 


King. What tidings from our neice, does ſhe 
A ſtrict obedience pay to our commands, 
Or is ſhe ſtubbon, like her perverſe aunt ? 


F. Sen. The beauteous Eleanor, moſt royal fire, 
Is all compliance; and to your diſpoſal 'E 
Submits herſelf entirely. N 

King. That's well done. 

Soon will I make your happineſs compleat; 
But as it is not meet that ſhe ſhould wed 
A man, whoſe blood has not enobled been, 
We will create thee, Sencer, firſt an earl. 

Jug Wn. My heart exults with joy: what ſhall 

"Fad" [OTKTOOY Ftlt Torn 

To ſhew my gratitude to you, my prince ? 


# 
i 


- 


Enter 
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7 — , Totir ez and be aur d, thy king =_ 
Will n&er for late thee :. and, to fret cheſe lords, 1 
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\ ater choncelbr Paldae. 1 | | 
0. © O cha my Wards, an utterance could not 


Ving. — lord, vo ſeem affrighrad, what 8 
cl the cauſe? | 
Be not imap d, bur freely ſpeak Your mind. 
Bal. = earls, 4 from the lords, are 
ee e the reſt themſelves 
Wil teln. 7599 
King. Ha! is it come to that at laſt . | 
Ae be the tongue that made the motion. 
V. Sen. How quickly i is our Mirth to {arrow 
Li tüm d 
Scarce | ga three minutes been elaps' 4 ſince 
Mas fed with ſwveeteſt hopes; but now, alas! 
Thoſe hopes are all embitter d. So the crew, 


Aſter a teflious voyage, view the coaſt 


With eager eyes, and hope to reach the more; 5 

When ſuddenly, tempeſtucus wands ariſe, 

The billows foam, a thipwreck does enſue. 
* ing. My lord, — to our preſence 

Ex. Bald. 


Day, ſtill co gull em, till their lore gangreens, 
Thou, and thy father, Jhall our pardon have. 
: | LEx. Spen. bowing, 


Enter 7 Wh with the earls of Lancaſter War- 
wick, Le r, Nottingham, and Warre en. 


Lan. —— ren ſoy reign, e who by rhe 


Farons 
Ahe knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, are Ent, 
Do in their names, your majeſty Petition 
1 peoples hard calamities to eaſe. 
ot Terceſt. Next we require, that from the realm 
you baniſh 


Your 


1 


A 


* of * N 


A TRAG EU. 
Your evil counſellors, the wicked Sencers; 
And that you inſtantly deliver up | 
To us the younger, who ſhall ſafe embarque, 
And from the populace, tho' much incenſed, 
Or other perſons, no ill-treatment meet. | 
A you condemii à man unheard ? 'ris 
No crime as yet has been alledged againſt him, 
No witneſſes produc'd to prove him guilty. 
Mar. As numberleſs his crimes are, as the ſtars; 
And all the people in one voice coneur 
To prove him a delinquent, who deſerves 
The worſt of pitniſhments, ſèvereſt death. 
Not. But, as he is your fav'rite miniſter; 
The parliament with juſtice; mercy blends. 
Par. We therefore pray you; to deliver him, 
King. My lords; to fhew how much we do 
___ EH 5 
Our parliament, to their requeſt we yield: 
And let this ſignet your commiſſion be. 
Lan. May heaven its bleffitigs ſhower doin up- 
„„ oh a aber dt Dong 
And make you reign in all you ſubjects hearts. 
SE Wei 
King. See what a ſudden turn is this, my lord; 
Bal. And yet, as king, you have it in your 
RA" power A cakes 7 "I ; 
To countermine theſe lords. 
. ↄ⏑A Es 
Il tot. — Let us retire, and in ptivate view 
Ho Spencer and theſe lords behaye themſelves. 
ea e een rn 
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84 MAJESTY unte e. 


Steue, « chamter, e 


— * cer - ſinting i in a melancholy poſture. li; 


Enter the earls, and a ſerjeant at arms. 
lj. . as a traytor to your king and coun- 


= 


try 
Your perion arreſt [Spencer riſes in a ſurprizes 


his ſward is talen from him. 

v. Sen. By whoſe authority ? 
Lau. By th' authority of king and parliament. 
v. Sen. Am a traytor ? 2 traytor i in his teeth 
Who calls me ſo. 3 

Lan. n .you 2<quainted, fir, . 
Web this? or do you Rn whoſe ſigner.” tis ? 

Sen. My royal mefter $301 vi . 

Warw. Then you muſt go With vs, 37 


Embarque for France, and neter again return. 


Leiceſt. IF in this. kingdom-you axe ever found, 


Then f high - treaſon you'll be guilty deem id, 
And ſuffer puniſtiment to traytors due. 


Nu. Conduct your pris ner tothe. Water - ſide. 
n Spen. and Jerj. Joined wy the earls. 


"Eatiy the 1 king and Baldo, oc. 4 


. OY fairhful councellor is hurried from = 


me, oF. 19714 01:67 29 


In whom alone 1 plac'd, my confidence. = 


. - Thus when the infant from the brkaſt is torn 
The trembling metber the loſt child does mourn ; 
Penſtve {he locks, with heavy cares pt reſs az 
* od 5 ber delight, can find no reſt. 

[ Exeurt. 


End of the Thi rd . 
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E: Sen a room in the baldte. e 
Enter ood. tabella, and the prince ſs Eleanor. 


2 2 R lives like -Iottries are, 

0 if we by chance 

Vy Obtain one prize, we. meet 

N with many blanks: . 
I gy | When thoſe rapacious mi- 

Wh hiſters, the Sencers, 

Invet' rate foes to us, and to our houſe, 

Sworn enemies to all the nation, were 

Sent into exile; we then well did hope, 


XZ The baneful influence of bluzing corets 


Had then been ſpent ; that all calamities 

Would ſoon have ceas d, and England once again 

To its tranquility reſtor Zh be P 

Erom. baſe oppreiſion, an. their uſur pation. 
Elan. Soon as the people heard the joy ful 

news, 

The clouds of 1 ſorrow w were di :{pers'd, each ſace 

With gaiety appear d; the vaufted skies 

No more Were rende wich the loud complaints 

Of half-ſtary' 4 Sonar and the diſmal cries 

Of a N ſull' ring ; people, wanting bread. 

* The 


46 MAJESTY Mis LED, Cc. 


Tie ars of widows no now no more are en, *. 
But᷑ with one gen ral voice are thanks retu rt ; 
Fortis delivrance.ro the throne of heay1 n. 855 
oy bended knees, with gratitude I paid — 
My-Sbytzry praiſe to all the ſaints, 
Acknowledging their goodneſs ſhewn to me, a 
When baniſh'd was the man whom moſt I hate, 
And yet deſign d to be my husband. "P # 
Alleen. Deep 141 14 
Was the — and the deſign wel lad 
By the brave patriot-barons, at once to free 
The people from the tyranny and bondage 
Of thoſe two miniſters, who amaſs' d ſuch ſtores 
Of ill-got wealth; for tis impoſſible 
That they who riſewith 8 bare —. 
Scarcely ſufficient to maintain with credit 
A family, thou'd in few years acquire 
Riches immenſe, and yet with honelby.. 
Acquire? em. But when b cke, 
Diſcovering which way thei -princeghj 
By humouring his viciqus, inclnations/. | 
They worm themlelves too deep-in 1854 
And then -— 
Elean. What conſequences muft enfac ? 
To think on them js is Thocking t to the foul. 
Queen, Such ill con rt fav rites, SED into 
| power, T 
Aſſume the princely reins of government; ; 
They tpur the people, 5 unbridled fury, 
Who, if they cannot caſt cheir riders, Mm. . 
| Bare tamely their ſevere chaſtiſement:: 
And if fuch fav ritesꝰ actions they "apraigh, WA 
Or bravely cenſure what they do amis, 
"Fines and impriſonment muſt be their Wpoltion, 
For as they uſe. their for reigh's royal namm 
To countenance their own dereſted CEOS 
Judges are made ſubſttvient to their Will, 


4 * dan impartial ſoſtiee he cxpetted, 


þ 


V thou, 


Without controul the nation $ wealth. Wo 
OO... 

Bribe thoſe'who do not gend comply, 

Provided they are men who fear em not; 

Riot at luxury and live at èaſe- 

Elean. My uncle's levities are like a child's, 
And what calamities mutt they endure © * 
From him, whoſe nature is ſo paſlive grower? ? 
Who with his miniſters requeſts complies, 

And ſeems not only to be goyern'd by them, 

But even to be actuated; carried he is, 

And, as they pleaſe, diretted; he ſuch lengths 
Does run as they point out, no monarch ſurg - 
Purſue ſuch ſteps, Tunleſs K e did deſigg 

To bring himſelf and ſubjects to deſtruction. 

Queen. , This wicked pri nce, and 2 mor 
weak than wi a - 
Spurns th' advice of choſe good countilibes,. 
Who neareſt are ally'd ro him in blood : 

Their ſole intent is to preferve the nation, 

And reſcue him from the tyrannick {way 

Ofhis two minions, who command his perſon 

And the whole kingdom : yet the brave Lan- 
/ as 

And chey, who wiſh his reign might proſp roys 

- 

Would have him ſhine in annals, ages hence, 

With envied luſtre and immortal glory. 

Behold this king, who cannot gain or keep, 

Advances; and I muſt not here be ſeen. LExcunt. 


Enter king Edward qnd c chancellor Baldoc. 


EFLing. My good lord chancellor, what news 
from France? 
Bal. Your' majeſty” 5 commands have been 
„ 
Thoſe wile and able fateſinen, the two Frenrers, 


With. 


—— 


533. . MAI E STY If152- n O 


With humble thanks receiv'd your royal pardons, 
They hir'd a veſſel, preſently. embarqu'd, 
And . the waves, ſwift as the e could 


They ſteer d their courſe, and foon,; at Dover 
landed. 

A meſſenger, juſt now arriv'd, brings word 

He left em ten miles diſtant from the city. 

King. Theſe tidings. fill my foul with, creble 

Joy 3 

By holy church Pll heap new honours on em, 

Titles confer, and give em large demeſnes. 

A place they nearer to our royal heart 

Shall have, — their deſtruction work 

Ws ſought their ruin. Now, by 1 0 IL 


wear 
N The Fe ov ig parch'd earth ncer gaped- ſo muck, 


for rain, 
As 10 to embrace my fawrite miniſters 
If 1 again conſent to their exile, 
Or the requeſt of the proud herons: grant, | 
ian ilav'ry, .and cAgy;tian plagues 


Bor ever light on us, | and on our houſe. 


Bal. There ſpoke, the voice of for reign ma- 
jeity 1 
And to 8 your faithful coun{Ulors, | 
Defend their perſons. againit artful ares. 
And to re- place em in your ro yal breaſt,” 
Are actions great, and worthy of a king. 
Fig. By all the ſaints, I will perform : my Pro- 


mile, 


Fulfill what 1 hayef ſaid, and make the. barons 


| Repent their raſh, undutiful petition. 


Bal rer view. your: ae with ey, 
lac di = an orb ſuperior far to theirs; 3 : 
Aae as of old the giants did endeavour 


1 ſcale the battlements of heaven's High malls 


a 


X TR AGI DN. 59 
Aha from their manſions head- long caſt tke gods; 
So they with pride and infolence grown big, 
Preſumptuouſſy would force you to remove 
Your miniſters, thoſe wiſe ſagacious ſtatefmen, 
Then mount the ladder till they grafp'd the 
power, 
Uſurp the ſcepter, and dethrone your perſon. 
K. ing. That's their deſign, my lord, I well 
ceive it, 
Tho? with a ſpecious pretence to eaſe us 
And all our ſubjects they have gloſsd it over: 
But many e're they ſhall obtain their wiſh, 
Or bring their machinations to ſucceſs, 
Shall loſe their heads, and fall a facrifce: _ 
They, who, for others, dig a pit, ſhould fall 
In common juſtice, into it themſelves. 
Bal. "SHOP well deſerve it truly ; — an expreſs 
[One winds a born without. 
Is now arriv'd, 
King. ket's inſtantly withdraw,  _ 
And know what news he brings ; If from the 


Spencers, . 
An ample Den ſhall be his portion. 
|  LExecunt, 
| Scene, Blackheath. | 


Enter the two, Spencer's in their boots; ; the grunge 
Turns about, and ſpeaks. 


v. "gen. Over the heath the horſes lead; while 
i: :; a | 


| View this great river, and thi adjacent country. 


. Several witches riſe and appear beſore them. 


Hah !-what deformed ſreftacles are theſe ? 
Forth from the earth they ſuddenly have ſprung, 
And feem intent our journey to prevent. 
Speak 


+ — 


o MAJESTY: Mitri, 6e. 
Speak if your words can uttrance find, and ſay, 
Who are you; what your buſineſs is, and why 
You thus retard. our pallage ? ſpeak, 

1 Witch, Hail! tothe noble 88 and all hail 
To thee, the younger; for thy ſafe arrival | 


Thy loving maſter with impatience waits. | 
Xt ” Witch. All hail to chees who ſhall be e 


* 1 -arb 


3 Witch. Be bold, Yo refolata; and no-man fear, 
Spite of thy foes, even Lancaſter, and all; ;, '_ 
Who ſeek thy death, when they ſhall be no more, 
Thy exaltation ſhall be higher far - | 
Than Edward's, who the ſcepter now does bear. 

4 Witch. And. yet beware of Lancaſter, by him 
If not prevented, you will be ſurpriz d, 

And certain death Will then enſue, 0G 

V. Sen. What mean F 
Thel riddles, Lancaſter muſt dip before me, 
Higher than Edward then I ſhall be rais'd, 

Yet to beware of» Lancaſter Im warn d. 
Untold your myſt'ries, and in plain terms ſpeak. 
5 Ob er we have ſaid, will ſur 4 come 
2 5 2 1 n — 

Degp are e ſecrets in the womb! of tiche. 

Hen. Explain them. | 

E. Sen. Pry*thee, do not mind 'em, en; ; 
And yet, I've known predictions of a witch 
To bè fulkld, — Can you ſay ought to me ? 7 
6 Witch. Thou halt be eat] © ' Winobefter, ſir 
r gh, 

And yet, thy ge? 8 great power oat not avail 
To. faye thee from an ignominious death. 
1 Witch. Suſpended 1 in thy armour "thou ſhat 


be, | 
| Ant four 05 on the gibbet KNOT" remain. © _ 
Thy body taken down, thou-thenſhale be + 
Caſt in the ſtreets, and eaten by the dogs. 
E. Sen. Le midnight. bags , ;nfer nal furies, 
- hence” My 


=; 1M TRAGEDY. u 
My fvord ſhall fend ye to your native hell. 
[The Witches wave their hands, &c. the Spencers 
offer to draw their Jwords, but cannot. 
My arm has loſt its uſe. | 
Y. Sen. And ſo has mine; 
Depriv'd of motion, ſtiff it now remains. 
Ye helliſh crew, take off your magic ſpell. _ 
[ They wave their wands again. 
2 Witch. Proceed in lafery 1 to your monarch's 
| e 
And ponder well on what you? ve heard from us. 
3. Witch. We could forewarn your king, but 
- 4 weme3 | 
His death 1 is written in the book of time. 
[They ſhriet and vaniſh. 
— gen. This i is a ſtrange encounter with che 
witches, 
And what to think ofir I cannot tell. | 
E. Sen. To form from their words a judgment 
: | 1 
Would puzzle all the ſages of the world. - 
If ought they can predict, and yet to Hoke it; 
When their grand maſter, prince of all the air, 
Does give them his aſſi iſtance, i is mere folly: 
But yet Ill meet my fate intrepidly, 
In the mean. time, ſince there is no obſtruction. 
Let us 3 our journey to the court. 
| | [Exit. 


Enter Lancaſter, bord W his Fer! and the. 
 earlso * Warwick, Nottingham, Leiceftery 
and Holland. 


Lan. an. You find, my lords, the baroris 11. de- 
igns 
Are fruſtated : ſhall we then tamely A 
The Senoers from their baniſhment reels; 
| Their pardon granted, and yet no redreſs. 
For all the people's great calamitics ? 2 
I 


ws 


* 


MAJESTY. Mini av, &c. 


. will F regard King Edward s pro- 
r 
Hen. To the unſtable, fleeting winds I'd truſt 
| As ſoon, as to his word. 

Leiceſt. Did he not promile, 

When younger Spencer pirate did commence, 

The narrow ſeas infeſted, and purloin'd | 

Of metchants goods full 'forty thouſand pounds, 
At Sandwich, from one ſingle mp; that he 
Would ſend a ſquadron out to quell his inſo- 

| lence, 

And make him anſiver for his depredarions ? 

Warw. He did: but yet methinks he ſeem'd 

well pleas d 
To hear his minion had ſuch good ſucces. 
Wot. By heaven his countenance betray'd his 
heart, 
1 in his eyes did {parking mirth appear. 
Marw. What can we hope for from a prince, 
Fe whoſe word 
15 proſtituted to the wills of others? ho 
By meanly ſubjecting himſelf, and all 
His people to the Air ary power 
And guidance of his fivourites, is ruin'd 
By their tyrannic and unlawful meaſures ? 

Teicel. A prince, who is to eaſineſs inclin- * 
Complacency, and to a baſe Nibmiſſion, 
Cannot avoid the toils that are by art 
Faid to trepan, and bring him to predition. 

- . He truſts his fav'rites, and thoſe fay'rites plat 
To fender him for ever deſpicable. 
Not. Let us once more endeavor to Pome 
clteftually the Sencers, and again 
Reſtore King Edward to himſelf, and free 
This miſerable realm, involvid in thraldom. 
"ie Such brave exploits will make us ever fa- 
| mous, 
And late poſterity mould ble cl our names. 
a Lan. 


S 
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Zan. To bring theſe glorious projects to per- 
eckion, 
To arms, my lords, recourſe muſt ſvon- be had; 
And death muſt then, or victꝰry be our lot. 
Not. Let's inſtantly the barons join, raiſe all 
Our forces, and appoint a rendeyouz ; 
Then to his country every one repair, 
His troops aſſemble, and then form our army, 
And force by force moſt gallantly repell, 
Till laurels crown her heads, ſucceſs our hopes 
x 
Scene, the king” $ cloſet. 


King Edward and Baldoc at a table. 


Enter the two Spencers, who kneel, the king takes 
them up. 


King: 8 again, * friends to England's 
| Let me . in my arms hold ve, 
Who always ſhall be deareſt to our perſon. 
Come, take your places; how have mw ſpent 
„ 
Time, ſir Hugh? how could you brook your exile? 
[To young Spencer. 
Y Sen. It has not ſure eſcap d your royal 
ears, 
That J have ſeour'd witha few ſhips the channel, 
And ſeized at laſt a merchant-man at Sandwich 
With goods, which I condemr'd as contraband. 
King. I heard the news, and heard it with 
much joy. 
V. Sen. But, fire, the ſeizure for your uſe was 
made, | 
Fhe money thall, purſuant to your order, 
Be lodg'd, if you think fir, in your exchequer. 
Xing. No,; as you have won the prize, een 
keep i 23 . 
3 | | Tit 
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Tis a ſmall recompence for your diſgrace ;. 

I with the value ee ten e FE 

And all the the properties 0 ans,” 

Who 1 death, and ſeek our crown. 
* DIS I. humbly.. thank our majetly, eo 

 fayours -- 

Can nerer be repaid by me. 

No more; 3 

Thy Fichful ſervices, and thy good counſel | 

Have laid me under ſtrongeſt obligations. 

Now fay, fir Hugh, what has been your ſucceſs 

Jo the elder Spencer. 

In France, and whe diſcov ry have you made? 

El. Jener I with your highnels would recall 
. theſe queſtions, 
Whi ch greatly do affect your roy houſe. 
| King. Tho" they _ our ale, and even, 
* 7-3 QUE 'perſon, 0 1 
ver! will hear m. 
El. Sen. Since then tis your eommand— 
Bur let me not;proceed. © 
Hit By heayen thou ſhalt: _. 
Woul you conceal what you are. in duty 
Bound to declare? 
El. Sen. Then know, moſt royal dre, 

charles of France is fitting out a fleet 

Well man d, and a deſcent's defign d in Cornwal. 

At firſt I could not credit the Fn. ag . 

But the perſuaſive rethoric o 

i agg the ſecret ſpring of 2 e machine, 
nd— _ 

King. Proceed ; I grow impatient with delay. 
El. Sen. If right my information be, the queen. 
King. Say, what queen? mean you my Jabella? 
Bl, Sen. 2 great * ſhe fayours their de 

en, g 

Aud th her brother correſj don dener holds. 

| AY Death and AA: on! am [ then. be- 

5 tray 4: By 
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By her k this; is high treaſon, i is it not? ; 
Bal. Moſt certainly. 
King. Then ſhe ſhall loſe hex head 
V. Sen. If I may be allow d to give advice, 
Tho' the queen may be guilty of the charge, | 
Yet there's no evidence produced againſt her, 
And a procedure, fire, of fuch a nature, 
May gwe her brother Charles an occaſion 
To break the truce, hoſtilities commence, 
And then to ſeize on your domains in France. 
But tis more prudent, if I judge aright, 
To take from Jabella all the profits 
That iſſue from the earldom of Grawal, 
And one, in whom you can confide, to place 
In that large country to. ſecure the coaſts. 
King. That truſt to you I do commit; my lord, 
0 to che — and let her know our pleaſure. 
Lx. Baldoc. The ſcene cloſeh 


Scene, 4 room. 


The queen, ſitting in a melancholy poſture. 


Queen. I thought laſt night as in my bed 3 Jayy | 


A ſereech-owL” omen of ſome great diſſaſter, 
With hideous noiſe flew often by my window ; - 
Ye ſaints, defend me from approaching miſchief, 
I know the Sencers do complot my ruin, 

Nor can I think myſelt ſecure, while they 
Rodiels the heart of "the ſubmiſſive Edward, 


Enter a meſſenger. 


Aaſſ. Madam, the chancellor deſires admit- 


. * tance. 
en, 3M hing Fm ready to receive his Jord- 

LEx. meſſ, 
This is he bbc ont that I greatly feared, 
The e of woe to Jabella, 


* 
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Enter chancellor Baldoc: 
Bal. Madam, by order from the king I come, 
And muſt acquaint you, that you have been 
judged, MP 

This day in council, guilty of high-treaſon. 

Queen. Am I then made the Sencers' firſt-fruit 
oft ring i I 

Since their return? my lord, what is my charge? 

Let me be try d; my innocence ſhall clear me. 
Bal. Madam, the king has granted you a pardon; 

But, from henceforth, deprives you of the profits 

Ariſing from the earldom of Cornwal, 

And alf your pow'r therein, leſt you be led 

To favour a deſcent upon that coaſt, N 

For which your brother Charles prepares a fleet. 
Queen. Not one in England an invaſion dreads, 

Except the puſillanimous king Edward, 

The Sencers, and their fool, the chancellor: 

Your guilt and cowardice create your fears. 

This artifice ſo thin is colour'd o'er, 

It thews itſelf, and plainly indicates 

How poorly they are skill'd in ſtate-affairs ; 

Yet truſting to their fancied great abilities, 

By brib'ry and corruption; patch-work make, 

Fill they become the dupes of all the world. 
Bal. Madam, I've executed my commiſſion. 
* . 11 to whoſe lot, my lord, is Crna 
Bal. The younger Sencer, who moſt ſtrenuouſſy 

Pleaded your cauſe, has the diſpoſal of it. 

* 22 he'll engroſs-the kingdom to him- 

5 2 — : 8 

Let the king know that I refuſe his pardon, 

And do inſiſt on ample ſat is faction 
For the great injury that he has done, | 


4 
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In caſting ſich an odium on my charafter, 8 
And treating me in ſo vile a manner. [Ex. Bald. 


[The ſcene cloſes. 
Scene, a room. 


Enter young Spencer alone. 


V. Sen. Some method mult be found, ſome art 
be us'd, 
To ſend away the queen to France ; but time 
Muſt bring that project to maturity, 
| And yet n no opportunity be ſlip'd. 


Enter king Edward. 


By an expreſs I am inform'd, my liege, 
The barons are in arms, and Lancaſter | 
Is made their gen'ral. 

King. In arms, did you ſay ? 

And does our uncle head the rebel-lords i 2 
VF. Sen. They animate the people with the cry 
Of liberty and property, but ſure | 
You, fire, can ſee at whom they take their aim. 
King. At us, at you, and all our faithful friends. 
Why ſtand we ſtill? command our troops to march 
And give em battle, ere they grow too ſtrong. 

V. Sen. At ſuch a crifis, no time's to be loft ; 
Therefore without your majeſty” s conſent, 

For which I humbly ask your royal pardon, 
I ventur'd to diſpatch fuch orders. | 
King. You did well. 

And if a vict ry I obtain, ſuch ſlaughter 
FI make, as ſhall amaze poſterity 
When they ſhall read the annals of our reign. 
Our preſence may be needful, therefore we 
Muſt poſt away. 

V. Sen. Your equipage is ready, | 

And all your guards, great ſire, attend your 

motion. f { Exeunt. 
Enter 


. 


: 
: 
: 
. 
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3: 


Enter queen Iſabella. 
-Oucdn.: Heaven grant the barons good ſucces, 
and then 


To condign puniſhment the haughty Sencers 
Shall ſoon be brought; the king uncrown'd ; our 


7 : don 
Fix'd on the throne; and I declared the regent. 
Then will I rule with arbitrary ſway; 


Strike off their heads, who have oppos d my way, 


Recal my Mortimer, and ev 'ry night, 
With am'rous flames, will revel in del icht. [LExit. 
| LA noiſe of fig bting without. 


Enter Laneaier; with bis ſword drawn. 


Lan. Curie on thoſe cowards, the fai nt-heart- 


ed barons, 


Who, when they ſhou'd have wahr with courage, FT 
Baſely deſerted us; and their examples 


Were en follow'd by the ſoldiery. 
He, that deſerts his country's cauſe, his friends, 


And flies to fave a poor precarious life, l 
"Ought to be ſtigmatiz'd by all the world, 
38 _ is unworthy of the name of man. 


Enter an officer, with bis ſword drawn. 


0 My. lord, take quarters, or expect to f 


meet 
The fate, that's always due to a refuſil. 


Lan. If thou know'ſt Zancaſter, chou know'ſt | 


that he 


Will never yield while he can hold a ſword. 
Enter ſeveral ſoldiers, who ſeize Lancaſter, and diſ- 


arm him. 


Offi Safely conduct your priſon'r to the caſtle, 
While F acquaint the king with this ſucceſs. 


Lan. 


A de, *- 


A'TRAGEDY. © WH 
Lau. That Pra oer. power d may with truth bs 


> ſaid, 


But my foul knows not what. i it is to yield. 
LExreuat. 


Scene, 4 room. f 
Enter king Edward and T. Spencer. 
King. I have diſſembled well, my friend; our 
queen, | 
Relying on our being reconciled, conſents 
To our requeſt, and now Prepares 
To go to France with our young 1on Edward. 
Sen. This is heyond my expe Kefer now 
My * begin to ſheiv thernſeſves in bloom. 
LAſide, 
Enter an Officer. 
Off. Glad ridings to your majeſty I bring; : 
Earl Lancaſter is pris'ner made; and waits 
Your royal pleaſure-. 
Ling. He ſhall quickly find, 
Tho' our near kinſman, what's a traitor's doom. : 
Sen. The head lop'd off, the members will lie 


quiet. 
King. By holy Paul he tall nor Hive an hour. 
* L Exeunt. 
Enter ern label 


Queen. Unhappy Lancaſter ! L mourn thy fate > 
O! had my pray'rs been heard, the Srencers then 
Should have a gibbet; if my plot ſucceeds, .. 

It ſhall be {till t Heir portion. Ha! that ſhout 
Portends his condemnation. Lancaſter farewell; 
And if I live, thy blood ſhall be rereng'd. LExit. 


Scene, an open coiintry. 


Enter Langaſter, guarded by an officer and ſoldiers; 
&@ mob following. 
Lan. To be made prisner;.try'd and executed, 


All i in one day, is what vas never heard. 
K 15 Heath. 


=. MAJESTY.M: SLED, Of: 
Death with undaunted bray'ry I will meet, 
And, for my country's good, will think it {iveet 3 

Twas her proſperity, her good I ſought, _ 
For her, and for my countrymen, I fought : 
For them I do reſign my lateſt breath, 
And, like a patriot, welcome bid to death ; 
For who would live to ſte his country preſs'd 
With daily burthens, not to be redreſs d? 


End of che Four:h A CT. 
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Enter young Spencer. 


H IRS J of revenge in Fng- 
> liſh blood is quench d, 
The ſcaffolds haye been 
- drench'd with baronsgorez 
No town, or city, that is 
wWorthy notire, 
But ur Bere ſeen the havock I have caus 'd; 
Whoever does preſame t' oppoſe my will, 
His life thall make attonement for his crime, 


And ax or halter ſurely be his doom. 1 
Lords, _—_— and *{qurres, twice forty ſcore at 
| eaſt, 


Have facrifices been t appeaſe our wrath 3 

Nor do I reckon gentlemen therein, 
Fheir number, like the ſtars, are nüt bels! 155 
Even Edward does ſubmit to me, who then 
Shall dare withſtand my abſolute command? 2 


Enter king Edward. 


King. Well met, my deareſt friend, How cart 
of Glou ter, | 


With my own hand this patent F er 
R 2 This 


. MAJESTY = 
wes you lands of large inheritance” 


Sane to fuꝑport your dignity; 
And with it our neice, Eleanor, we give. 
This for Foy father is — — but here he: comes. 


Enter elder Spencer. 


* Hen. So fur the witches, booty ſiends of 


hell, 
tHayCright predicted. 
Ning. My lord of N AE 
So in this parchment you are ſtiled, we greet 
„ 
No thanks Mall be return'dto us, oe none 1s due, 


Think you my lord, that the ſurviving barons 


Will for the ure dare rebell ? their lands 

And tenements to us are forfeited, 

Seiz'd for our uſe, we wall. diſpoſe of? 

Where, when, and as its ſuits our royal n mu 

The gaping earth, that cpen'd wide her cliffs, 
:Suck'd eagerly, till glutted with the blood 

Of traytors ; torrents down the channe: ran, 
And every ſtreet a deluge did appear. 

But; oh! my uncle's death affetts me much, 
i ſhould have ſpar'd the life. of Lancaſter ; 


Too rajhy. too haſty was the ſtep L took. 
ULAiide. 


E. Ves. Stich glorious actions ſuit a monarch's 


ſoul, 
No pr nee has greater thair our royal Edward. : 
Y. Pen. At length. the many-headed Hydrg's 
. 
Nor cam ought now diſturb your halcyon reſt : 
Secure you,reign, and nothing have to dread : 
New 3 ſhall be found to pleaſe your 
| min 
New game [1] ſtart, the quarr N hall. be yours; j 


Each 2 with joy thall yield to your m- 


brace, 


„ hs _—_— ; 

. nd. 

* * ; a g * * r 
4 


- 5 1 


| A TRAGEDY: 74 
Anqck proudly boaſt the honour ſhe receives. 


When beauty cloys, let politics take place, 
When tir d with politics, to. love return. 


Enter 1 vera! vourtiers, who preſent a petition to the 
king; he reads, 
Kin, ve curſed crew of eyil counſellors, 
Ye whiſperers, back-biters,, flatterers, 
Dare ye to beg ſo heartily the life, 
Of one- much inur'd to villany, 
And guilty of the moſt notorious crimes 
That e er proceeded from the heart of man ?. 
The plea you uſe, is a ſufficient reaſon, 
Why he ſhould ſaffer 3 ignominious death : 
His 8 bread at court diſplays his — 55 
Ingratitude, and does enhance his guilt.— — 
My lords, take this petition, read it over, | 
And read ir with mature deliberation.— 
E. Sper. Four: majeſty” s commands, ſhall by 
O | 
King. This Rilow merits double puniſhment, 
And yet you warmly intercede for him, | 
But would. not ſpeak one word for vahant Lan- 
 - after, 
Whole ts — prudent at would have, | 
N 
Of greateſt uſe to us, and. to our kingdom. 


Enter the zboſ of Lancaſter. 


See, where his ghoſt appears ! ! even now I ſee. 
His neck inyiron'd with a, bloody excle. 


7 LEM Cheſt 
V. Sen. Whom do you ſee ? a | 
_ King. No matter, now tis gone. | 
E [Re-enter tg, 
Shield me ye ſaints above, tis Here again: 
How ah are his looks! he ſhakes histrpn- 
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And ſeems to menace us with loſs of empire 
V. Sen. Who does: 
King. Theghoſt of Lancaſter; 40 you not ſee it? 
Y. Sen. Not J. 
Ki Ng. Why there it walks — [Ex. Ebel. and 
now again tis vaniſh'd. 
E. __ The death of Lancaſter ſits heavy on 
him, 
You muſt divert him from theſe ſpeculations. 
If to himſelf he be again reftor'd, | 
17 * = deſtruction is inevitable.  TA4pee. 
* r and don t provoke our fatal ire, 
For by che oul of him who gave me breath, 
Such a notorions villain, ſuch a knave, 
Shall ſurely die the death, he has deſerved 
For his . —— his horrid crimes. LEx. court. 
V. Sen. I know the wretch, eat ince and 
. him well; 8 
die's poor, tis true, but an ungistelhk traytor. 
King. Let him be baniſn d from my thoughts: 
e " 'my lord, | 
Have you no news from prunor: ? has Charles the 
—_— 
Sent back his Giles, 4 our ſon prince Edward ? 
Allred wich preſents which I Tent, that king 
Has baniſh'd from the realm queen Vabella; : 

And it was time that the ſhould go. Alas} 
V. Sen. Her wanton dalliances ſo glaring were, 
So open they appeared at court, her brother, 
Provo d with ſhame, commanded her departure. 

King. Name 5 the man, with whom the queen 


V. Sen. That curſed Vir etch, the traytor 
; Mortimer. 
85 g. ee 5 1 thou 10 2 but to what Place 
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V. Sen. To Handers; ; where *tis ſaid ſhe now 
remains, 
And aid ſollicites from the earl of Hainaut, . 
Exeter's biſhop, your ambaſſador, 
Made theſe diſcov ries by his diligence. 
King. Audacious ſtrumpet! is this then the fruit 
Of her pretended ſanctity at lat ? 
When women over-Zealous grow, there? 4 cauſe! 
To think a ſhake lies lurking in the gra | 
he lord, who brought you this NS ? 
V. Sen. Great fire, the biſhop i is arriv'd from 
France. 
King. 2 by him, this news ourſelf will 
ve: 
In the mean time, to th earl of Hainault ſend, 
Load him with preſents to return the queen 
And Edward, unaſſiſted, if he fails, 
Tell him by force we will his earldom ſeize, 
hy country PREG, and uſe him as a traytor. 
| LExeut. 
dene, a room in 4 country . | 


Enter queen Iſabella. 


Queen. Once more on Engliſh ground we ſet 
our feeet. 
And Edward muſt, or Iſabella, fall: 
Prince, guard thyſelf, for, by the ſaints, I ſivear 
To ſeize the throne, or per iſh in th' attempt. 
The firmament can t bear two ſons, nor . 
Behold in peace two reigning powers at g 
O Lancaſter + to thee Ill ſacrifice 
Thoſe rav'nous harpies, the king's minions, 
eocers-; 


But, ah! how inſufficient are their lives! 


T appeaſe thy ghoſt, whole hecatombs ſhould 
bleed, 
Thou beſt of fr iends, but moſt unhappy patriot. 


Euter 
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- | Enter 72 William Truffel. | 
Sus. Madam, young Lancaſter has join'd your 
roops; . 
The ouch their forces bring 535 
And wiſh your. majeſty {i ceſs. 
Queen. Sir William; 
Ffiis welcome news prelages our proſperity. 
Trae With a ſtrong party the brave Lei er 
„ | 
To! pay unfeign” d obedience, arid to offer 
is ſerve to yu. 
Queen. He at all times declared 

Himlelf an open foe to the two Spencers. 

We will confer with Lancaſter and him, 

And give em tokens of our high efteem : AS 

Sir William, let em know our good 1 intentions, 

Tell erm -how much we have em in our favour. 

Ex. fir Milliam. 

The morning of odr enterprize appears 

Calm and ſerene, the noon with double luſtre 

May ſhine ; if ſo, before the night approaches, 
— All thing ſhall anſwer what we moſt deſire. LEx#. 5 


_ 2 Enter king Edwarit. 


King. in by Lancaſter $ grin gion, 7 
28 f Ou 
No reſt can find, my quietude is loſt ; ops 
Where-c'er I bend my ſteps, he ſtill purſi ies me. 
135 minutes ate not paſt, when in his hand 

ſaw him graſp my royal crown and ſcepter, _. 

Then daih'd em on the ground, like Frittle 
| . Ware, 
And broke 'em in ten thouſand pieces. This 

cem'd a prognoſtic of approaching evil. 

e ſaints, look down, avert th* impending blow, 
ad with yaur ald prevent my overthrow. 


Enter 


*2 -A TY 
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Enter young. 8 pencer, as the king is going ot. 1 


"We Sen. O, whether do you go ? return my 

| leige, 

For mf I fear we are undone for ever : 

News of vaſt moment | muſt now relate, 

News, which has made my very ſoul to dil 5 

Then fortify your mind, your reaſon ſummon, 

And all the ſaints invoke to guard you 77 I 

King. Pr'ythee proceed; thy long Aube, 
aer, 

Give me much pain, and ſhock my reſolution | 

More than what you can poſſibly relate 

Keep me no longer therefore in ſuſpence, 

But briefly tell me all that you have heard. 

V. Sen. At Orewell, ſire, in Suffolk, Iſabella, 
The prince, and that arch-traitor Mortimer, 
Are landed with a num'rous band of — 75 

Kent, and ** Lancaſter their troops have 
oin' 
With Ran and Lei ſter, with the other barons, 
Are in full march! to form a powerful army. 
King. 4 fears encreaſe, and Edward nom wt | 
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Publiſh without delay, a proclamarion rr 
With promiſe of a thouſand pounds to him 
Who brings the head of Mortimer; then 80, i 
And tell the citizens of London ve 
Require, theicaid i art 1 ods Mt 

V. = That tasks already done ; 3 IEE 
My father undertook irc here be comes. 


Enter eldeſt ae 


King. What anſwer from the Londoners, my 
| lord? 


E. yen. They lay, great 'fire, they with all 
mY will 
* Theix 
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os MAJESTY Mürz, or. 


Their king, their queen, and young prince Ed. 
ward honour; 
But that their gates ſhould be fat hut againſt 
All foreigners, and traitors to the teal 
Which with their utmoſt power they would 121 
„„ 
That [Rn their charter they were not oblig d 
- Farther to go beyond their city-bounds 
To fight, than that they may return before 
The fun ſhould ſet. © | 
Ling. A quibbling anſver b 
As we are deſtitute of friends, my lords, 
No army now on foot, I judge it meet 
That we with Baldocł to the welt retire, 
And for our pertons ſafety enter Br; _ 
It we from thence ſhould be compel to fly, 
_ Toifreland we muſt retreat, and there 
Raiſe, forees to regain what we have loft, - 
J. Sen. We ſhall obey. N command, 
I Aud ne er deſert ſo good A prince. Exeunt. 


Enter queen Iſabella, and ſir William Truſſel. 

en. Our army daily does encreaſe by troops 
Bw fromall paxts; a manifeſto-publith, 

Drawn in the names of 1 us, the Prints, and carl 

99901. | 
Set forth the reaſons of .o our ic inking arms, 

To tree the church and ſtate from the oppreſſion 
Occaſion'd by the male adminiſtration 

Of the weak "Edward, a miſguided: king, | 

And the tyrannic ſay of the two * 

Truſſ. I hall obferve your orders. 

Queen. You may add, 
That thoſe unworthy fav rites, their adherents, 
..Aiders, and abettors, thould in juſtice be 

Dedlared the toes of {tte ; who by their vile 
. countel,. and the g grand abuſe 
royal power, unjuſtly hwe Ot iy'd 
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T 79 
Some of their lives, and ſome of their eſtates, 
Their liberties, and all that they hold dear. 

That theſe, and many more enormities, 
Have by the Sencers perpetrated been, 
Regarding not the laws, or people's rights, 
Tull. Your majeſty's inſtructions 1 will follow, 
And by my diligence I hope to ſhey FAT 
How punttual J have been. „ 


Enter Henry of Lancaſter, and the earl of Leiceſter. 
Queen. We greet you well, | 

Dear couzen, and you, my lord of Lei ſter. 

By your example led, I make no doubt 

But that our other ſubjects ſoon will join us; 

And if no news we hear: this day from Edward, 

We mean to march our army on to London. 

Hen. Spies I have ſent to watch his motions, 
T” madam, $6.4 | ; 41 

And ſhall receive th'-carkeſt intelligence, 

Which I, with pleafare, will communicate. 
Leiceſt. The Seucers will attend him where he 

r | > 

: Anda great ſcandal to his function, Baldoe; 

A leaſh of ſuch vile traytors ne er were ſeen. 1 
Queen. IH can get em in my power, my lords, 
They ſoon ſhall feel the edge of our reſentment. 
Remember well, my. noble truſty lords, 

Nor from: your memories let ought deface it, 

The common cauſe of liberty requires 

That nothing from our knowledge be conceal'd. 
Lan. May he be ſtigmatis d with th! odyous 
names | RE En, 

Of villain, coward, vile aſſaſſin, nay, 
Plund'rer of his country, foe to merit; | 
May he be charged with brib'ry and corruption, 
Ambition, avarice ; tho” he be rais'd, | 
Like the two Sencers, to the height of power, 
May he-defervedly be tumbled down, 

9 1 SS. Perifh 


9 MAJESTY Nel nb. Ge: 


periſh unpity d, and by all deteſted, . 
Aught that's contriv'd againſt a gracious ak 

Their country's welfare, and the people's good; 
| Should by true Patriots timely be declared. 
|  Teiceſt. For theſe great ends, determin'd we 


L are come, as 

1 ſacrifice our forruhes, and our lives, 
If need require it. 

Queen. Your fame's ſo well eſtabl ſh'd, 
So many proofs you have already given, | 
TI queſtion not your loyalty, my lords, 
But with your — am well i latis'd. of 

[Ex. Lan and Leiceft. 

Suſpicion i is a touch-ſtone, and by this 
We onght to try each man's fidelity ; ; 

The real from the counterfeit is ſeen 
By the eſſay, it puts us on our guard, 

Aud warns us not to be too credulous. 

To doubt, is th unerring wa ay to knowledge z 
Bur fare, it argues weakneſs.111 a ſtateſman, 

To truſt to words, and plaitfbilities. 
How many well concerted ſchemes have periſh'd? | 
How many men have been to ruin brought, 

By placing an implicit faith in thoſe 

They never try'd in matters of 1mall moment, 
Vet, to do juſtice to the noble lords, | 
Lancaſter and Lei ſter, they have often. been 

Prov d,. and to deviate never yet I. 


f Lexi | 
. Sree, Briftol. 


| 1 Hae bu Hana, young Spencer, and Baldoc: 


| Sotne roy al 'okers of our princely favour 3 . 
Ger "frhabiracirs with tears of joy '- fy 
3 5 their mineh diſtreſs'd, unhappy King, 
So the benighted n at laſt, 
* fortune dd, to* ome poor cortake comes; 
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The Wood old woman quits her innit bes, 
Blots up the fire, a lodging the provides, 
And faves him from the air's inclemency ; 
The poor itinerant returns his thanks, 
By dawh'of day, with wearied ſteps, jogs on, 
In hopes to find at night a reſting- place. 
Y. hy Thus we, great ſire, arebut fo) ojourners 
| ere, ; 
For ere the 18 can beſeige che town 
We our own fafeties muſt ſecure by flig 1 
King. — A Ps well mann'd, rides anchor'd in 
| the road 
And boats both day and night by turns do wait 
To take us in, when there thall de occaſion, 


Enter elder Spencer. 


E. Sen. The mayor, the aldermen, and cam. 
mon- councih 
Having prepared a fumptuoùs entertanment, 


HAumbly entreat your facred majeſt7 


10 dine with _ be L 

King. — They not be deny” £ 
Tho? jollity ifl ſuits our preſent Neben * 
However, let em know, my lord, that we 

Will honour em with our preſence. In what - 

Condition do you find the city: foy, 

Will it hold out a fortnight's ſeige 2 f 
E. Sen. Oh! no; eds 
So rotten are its walls, in twenty hours, 
A breach may ſoon be made nr 8 men 
To march in front. 

King. We muſt withdraw i in time. 045 de. 
My lord of MViucheſter, this city's gov *rnor, 
We do appoint you, and to your, ood condutt 
We now chmmit it. 


E. Sen. TIII over per d b. by force 5 

II make the beſt defence I can deviſe. 
© King: Your conrage nor experience do I doubt. 
LExcunt. Scene, 


F - 


82 MAJESTY M151.n0, Or. | 
STALE 8 , 
Fene, a room. 


Quten Iſabella alone. 
W Tho” concious of my crime, I can't re- 
ain; f 
Ambition eggs me on, and chirſkof power 
Supreme ſtill prom = me to attain the ſummit. 
Thus with the elephant, when e'er the meet, 
Contends the bum d Rhinoceros, tho? ſina 
-Small, if compar'd to his ſtupendous bulk, 
Nor does the combat ceaſe, till with his horn 
He gores his foe, and Conqueror remains. 


Enter, Henry of Lancaſter. 


From London are your ſpies return d, my lord ? 
Hen. Ves, madam; but I hear you have — 
News of his majeſty's retreat to Briſtol. 
That city by our troops is now beſeiged. 
N Ireland is the king embarqu 'd and 
{© 
To elder Spencer abſolute cox 2 855 
How do the Londoners beans, m * ford? ? 
Hin. For you that Ioyal city has declared, 
In vain to keep it for his royal maſter — 
Did Sapleton His beſt endeavours uſe. 
His efforts tended onlx to excite 
The fury of the populace againſt him 
Who treating him with great indignity, 
And ſhewing to his mitre na regard, - 
At length depriv'd that biſhop of his head. 
The citizens, enraged againft the king, 
Maſters of the tower have made themſtlres, 
And all the pris ners, who had beew-confin'd 
* By the tyrannic $excers, are releaſec. 
Queen.” This is great yes” indeed, and worth, 
PR Mg os” | 
| | | Enter. 


Eier for William Truſſel. 


7 ruſſ. 8 your gen ral and fam d koche 
. ir John 
De Hainaut, by expreſs, account does ſend 
That Briſtol has ſurrender d, Spencer” s taken; ; 
Edward by adverſe winds is driven back, 
Who, with his few domeſticks and dependants, 
Now lurk in Wales, expecting better fate. 
ucen. To Lancaſter the charge we ds commit 
- T6 go in queſt of Edward; that you may _ 
With more facility diſcover where | 525 
He and his adherents now are ſhelter'd: 
Let your companions be fir Wiliam Zouch, _ 
And Rice ap Howel }, give two thouſand pounds 
As a reward for ſure intelligence: 
The Welch, a poor, diſtreſs d, and needy people, 
For lucre ſoon will give. 'em up to you; 
To Monmeuth caſtle let em be conducted. 
Couzen, we wiſh you good een 5 
Hen. Madam, 
With joy my duty I'll diſcharge ; and like 
The tow Tikg faulcon oer upon my prey. 
Exit. 
uee n. Be it your care, fir William, to demand 


From Edward the great ſeal — That ofice obtain d, | 


Ex. fir Wm. 
Then on the top of fortune's whed I ſtand, 
And could I but prevent the cursd rotation, 4 
Like mighty Jove I'd keep the world in awe, 
Delpotick be, and make my will a law. Kar. 


Scene, a arb ht. 


Enter king Edward, young Spencer, * Baldoc. 
King. Now, Sencer, if thy head was ever turn'd 
For politicks, ſome method now invent | 

How to ore thy prince. By heaven I'll ſhare 
Dominion 


* 


1 1 * 
* 
be 


$4 MAJESFTY MIs Lb, Gc. 
Dominion with the man, Who on W. throne 
* can place me. 
Sen. Did you ever know - 
A miniſter in, jeopardy of death, 8 
Whol! thoughts way ger employd to Kare his 
life? 
If theſe — 85 roye, who can expe 
He thoüld ee anther perſon 's fafe ty 
Under the fame dilemma with himſelf: 
Fal. Since other methods inaffectual prove, I 
And as ctie great fitecets of Ffabala 
Intimidate 45 loyal hearts, who would 
* e Jour Ra | 155 
As our ibtertuge, we mu 2 
1 Ws faints for aid. of. . * 
pen. Is this a t time 1. 3 | 
48 pr * much rather to ſame Srgbre town 
Let's gg, and once more launch into che main. 
King. The laft:advice obtains my e 
Exeunt 


ene, the country: 


7575 be elder. Spencer, as going to execution ſollow- | 
L d by the ſheriff, mob, &C. 07 

of KE. Ses. Wat ep ant ee 8 liv'd, 
Ander my couptry gallantly have fon 
Till the court air I breath'd,” and "mp * 

Too ſoon infeſted were my principles. 1 
Ambition, and a blind e ondnobs, 7 

To ſee m/ ſon prime miniſter of ſtate, 

Have in my night of life involy'd me 

In thoſe exceſſes which have made ine NEE 

Now I reſign myſelf, the queen can do ; 

No _— chan nature wou'd — TON "ag 
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* TRAGEDY. 83 
Kene, Glou ceſter; ere 


E nter king Edward, young e ani Baldoc, 
followed by Lancaſter and guards, Spencer in 
chains like a flave. _ 

King. How, couzen, is your king to be diſos'd? 

Hen. You in the caſtle, fire, muſt be confin'd 

With biſhop Baldoc, Spencer's to be led 

To yonder hill, and on the gallows there, 

Fifty foot high erected for him, hang d. 

Guan take him-hence, while attend the king. 
LEx. "king Edw. Bal. "and Lan. with ſome of the 
guards. 
V. Sen. Curſe on thoſe midnight bags, thoſe 

fiends of hell, _ 

Who told me that I thou Id be exalted... 

Curſe on all thoſe to whom I 6we my death, 

I'll doubly curſe em with my lateſt breath. 

LExeunt. 


Scene, a room. 


Enter king Edward, and ſir William Truſſel. - 


Truſſ. Sir, you are Judg'd incapable of reigning; * 
By queen and parhament you are dethron'd, 

A thouſand marks per month is your allowance. 
Your ſon, young Edward, is elected king, 

And the great ſeal from yon I now demand. 

King. That, fir, ſhall be deliver d. —I confeſs, 
The nation's goodneſs to my ſon, prince Edward, 
Does in ſome meaſure mitigate my grief 

By my cxample warn'd, let monarchs know, 
And lee the cauſẽ of cheir own overthrow ; 
Their ſubjects love be ſtudious to obtain, 

And in their hearts, not in their fav'rites reign, 
Hear mildly their complaints, their wrongs redreſs, 
The ſureſt path that leads to happineſs. 

NM Thus 
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Attended by his emards; 2 oft . 


A woman be bebeld, who forward prefs'd: 
Ve amxious: cares fate on her breaſt; 
a war the heaven-bornTojay with, nemo 


from his horſe, 
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I Deen how Io d hone la&d? 
Bat, ob my errors mow towlame L fee, 197 1 
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. This Day: is Publiſh'dd t —— 


(Wit k a beautiful Excife and Election Far, the- : 
Deſigns by the beſt Mafters, and done: o 
Monſieur Chaſſer eau's bel Monts) The 
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